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TPS Professional Development Activity Template 

 

Debra Pope Johnson 
Southside Middle School; Dougherty County School System, Albany, GA 
September 2016 

 
Title of 
Activity  

1976 and 2016 Presidential Campaigns:  Democrats and Republicans from the Convention 
Speeches (40 years later are issues eerily the same or vastly different?) 
   

Overview Teachers will participate in Professional Development that will allow them to create an 
election resource packet that will allow students to compare and contrast presidential election 
Convention Speeches from both the Democrat and Republican contenders for the years 1976 
and 2016. 

In the last 40 years, the presidents of the United States have had some long and arduous 
terms. They have had to deal with everything from war to economic failure. Some of the most 
prolific events ever, happened during the terms of these presidents. The 1976 contest was 
between Georgia’s own Democrat Jimmy Carter and Republican Gerald R. Ford.  The 2016 
contest is a contentious pairing of Democrat Hillary R. Clinton and Republican Donald Trump.  
What did these speeches tell about the current state of affairs in the United States during the 
respective time periods? 
 

Investigative 
Question 

Democrats and Republican contenders make Convention Speeches when they accepted their 
party’s nomination for president; 40 years later are issues eerily the same or vastly different? 
 

Audience This activity is best suited for educators of grades 6-12 
This activity is best suited for educators in these content areas  

 Social Studies/ Social Sciences 

 Georgia History 

 American Government 

 U. S. History 
Time 
Required 

 
One two-hour session 

 
Goal  
 

 
Teachers will receive primary source documents of the speeches given by Democrats and 
Republicans at their parties Convention in 1976 and 2016. Although 40 years separate these 
speeches by the contenders for President are issues eerily the same or vastly different? 
 

Standards  21st Century Learner Standards 
2.1.5  Use technology and other information tools to analyze and organize 
information 
2.1.5 Collaborate with others to exchange ideas, develop new understandings, make 
decisions, and solve problems 
2.1.3 Use strategies to draw conclusions from information and apply knowledge to 
curricular areas, real- world situations, and further investigations 
 

http://loc.gov/teachers
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ISTE Standards for Teachers  
1.b Facilitate and inspire student learning and creativity 

b.  engage students in exploring real world issues and solving authentic problems using 
digital tools and resources 

2.b Design and develop digital age learning experiences and assessments 
b.  Design or adapt relevant learning experiences that incorporate digital tools and 
resources that promote student learning and creativity 

Learning Forward the Professional Learning Association 
Resources: Professional learning that increases educator effectiveness and results for 
all students requires prioritizing, monitoring, and coordinating resources for educator 
learning. 

Georgia Performance Standards 
SS8H12 The student will explain the importance of significant social, economic, and 
political developments in Georgia since 1970.  
SS8H12b Describe the role of Jimmy Carter in Georgia as state senator, governor, 
president, and past president. 

 
Objectives By the end of this PD Activity, participants will be able to: 

 Access teaching tools and primary sources from loc.gov/teachers. 

 Identify key considerations for selecting primary sources for instructional use (for 
example, student needs and interests, teaching s, etc.). 

 Access primary sources and teaching resources from loc.gov for instructional use. 

 Analyze primary sources in different formats. 

 Analyze a set of related primary sources in order to identify multiple perspectives. 

 Facilitate a primary source analysis using Library of Congress tools. 

 Demonstrate how primary sources can support at least one teaching strategy (e.g., 
literacy, inquiry-based learning, historical thinking, etc.). 

 Create primary source-based activities that help students engage in learning, develop 
critical thinking skills and construct knowledge. 

Digital 
Resources 
 

 
Primary sources from loc.gov: 

 Title: [Jimmy Carter waving at the Democratic National Convention, New York City] 
Creator(s): Leffler, Warren K., photographer 
Date Created/Published: 1976 Jul. 15. 
URL:  http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2005696376/ 

 Title: [President Gerald Ford and First Lady Betty Ford celebrate winning the 
nomination at the Republican National Convention, Kansas City, Missouri] 
Creator(s): Bledsoe, John T., photographer 
Date Created/Published: 1976 Aug. 
URL:  http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2005684026/ 

 
Other resources:  

 Title:  The American Presidency Project:  Jimmy Carter XXXIX President of the United 
States 1977-1981:  "Our Nation's Past and Future": Address Accepting the Presidential 
Nomination at the Democratic National Convention in New York City July 15, 1976 

 URL:  http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php?pid=25953 

http://loc.gov/teachers
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/related/?fi=name&q=Leffler%2C%20Warren%20K.
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2005696376/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/related/?fi=name&q=Bledsoe%2C%20John%20T.
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2005684026/
http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php?pid=25953
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 Title: The American Presidency Project:  Gerald Ford XXXVIII President of the United 
States:  1974-1977:  733 – Remarks in Kansas City Upon Accepting the 1976 Republican 
Presidential Nomination August 19, 1976 

 URL:  http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php?pid=6281 
 Title:  The American Presidency Project:  Hillary Clinton 2016 Democratic Presidential 

Nominee:  Secretary of State:  Address Accepting the Presidential Nomination at the 
Democratic National Convention in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania July 28, 2016 

 URL:  http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php?pid=118051 
 Title:  The American Presidency Project:  Donald J. Trump 2016 Republican Presidential 

Nominee:  Businessperson NY; Address Accepting the Presidential Nomination at the 
Republican National Convention in Cleveland Ohio July 21, 2016 

 URL:  http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php?pid=117935 
 

Classroom 
Materials 

Chart Paper 
Projector for Pictures 
Copies of the Speeches by all four Contenders for President in 1976 and 2016 

 
Preparation  Teachers should be assigned the speeches before the professional development session 

 At one school with two Georgia History Teachers one should be assigned the Democrat 
speech for 1976 and the Democrat speech for 2016.  The other teacher should be 
assigned the Republican speech for 1976 and the Republican speech for 2016.  There 
are usually two Teachers per school.  Each teacher will outline important points in each 
of the candidates speeches for their respective years on chart paper utilizing the 
Teachers Guide for Analyzing Primary Sources by the Library of Congress 
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/resources/Analyzing_Primary_Sour
ces.pdf  there is an additional document analysis form at:  
http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/written_document_analysis_
worksheet.pdf that teachers can use from the national archives site that teachers may 
use and bring to the professional development session. 
 

Procedure  1. Before teachers report place signs on the walls with the two years 1976 and 2016 and 
Republican and Democrat.   

a. Teachers are to place their posters on the wall under their respective dates and 
party affiliation. 

b. What was done before the professional development is what we call the jigsaw 
strategy.  Where different documents have been distributed to 
students/teachers for them to analyze and synthesize information from their 
reading 

2. Teachers will participate in a gallery walk upon arrival and posting of the charts. 
a. Teachers will note variations/additions to what they have written.  

3. Teachers will be given 20 minutes to allow writers to cite evidence in the speeches that 
allowed them to reach their conclusions.  Which will allow them to create the thesis 
sentences for their papers.   

4. Each Group of two teachers will select an editor who will type the paper for the group 
for submission and discussion at the end of the professional development.   

5. Teachers will upload papers to professional development website for viewing and 
completion of the requirements for the professional development.    

http://loc.gov/teachers
http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php?pid=6281
http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php?pid=118051
http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php?pid=117935
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/resources/Analyzing_Primary_Sources.pdf
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/resources/Analyzing_Primary_Sources.pdf
http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/written_document_analysis_worksheet.pdf
http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/written_document_analysis_worksheet.pdf
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6. Rubric for grading the essays is located at:  
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson275/compcon_ru
bric.pdf 

7.  Additionally I have attached word clouds for each of the speeches and an additional 
activity could be that they guess which political contenders speech is in the word cloud. 

ASSESSMENT See attached Evaluation Form Staff Development. 

 

 

http://loc.gov/teachers
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson275/compcon_rubric.pdf
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson275/compcon_rubric.pdf
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Citation: Jimmy Carter: “”Our Nation’s Past and Future”: Address Accepting the Presidential Nomination at the Democratic National Convention in New York City,” 
July 15, 1976. Online by Gerhard Peters and John T. Woolley, The American Presidency Project. http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/?pid=25953. 
 
My name is Jimmy Carter, and I’m running for President. 

It’s been a long time since I said those words the first time, and now I’ve come here after seeing our great country to 

accept your nomination. 

I accept it, in the words of John F. Kennedy, with a full and grateful heart and with only one obligation: to devote 

every effort of body, mind and spirit to lead our party back to victory and our nation back to greatness. 

It’s a pleasure to be here with all you Democrats and to see that our Bicentennial celebration and our Bicentennial 

convention has been one of decorum and order without any fights or free-for-alls. Among Democrats that can only 

happen once every two hundred years. With this kind of a united Democratic Party, we are ready, and eager, to take 

on the Republicans—whichever Republican Party they decide to send against us in November. 

Nineteen seventy-six will not be a year of politics as usual. It can be a year of inspiration and hope, and it will be a 

year of concern, of quiet and sober reassessment of our nation’s character and purpose. It has already been a year 

when voters have confounded the experts. And I guarantee you that it will be the year when we give the government 

of this country back to the people of this country. 

There is a new mood in America. We have been shaken by a tragic war abroad and by scandals and broken promises 

at home. Our people are searching for new voices and new ideas and new leaders. 

Although government has its limits and cannot solve all our problems, we Americans reject the view that we must be 

reconciled to failures and mediocrity, or to an inferior quality of life. For I believe that we can come through this time 

of trouble stronger than ever. Like troops who have been in combat, we have been tempered in the fire; we have 

been disciplined, and we have been educated. 

Guided by lasting and simple moral values, we have emerged idealists without illusions, realists who still know the old 

dreams of justice and liberty, of country and of community. 

This year we have had thirty state primaries–more than ever before—making it possible to take our campaign directly 

to the people of America: to homes and shopping centers, to factory shift lines and colleges, to beauty parlors and 

barbershops, to farmers, markets and union halls. 

This has been a long and personal campaign—a humbling experience, reminding us that ultimate political influence 

rests not with the power brokers but with the people. This has been a time of tough debate on the important issues 

facing our country. This kind of debate is part of our tradition, and as Democrats we are heirs to a great tradition. 

I have never met a Democratic President, but I have always been a Democrat. 

http://loc.gov/teachers
http://www/
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Years ago, as a farm boy sitting outdoors with my family on the ground in the middle of the night, gathered close 

around a battery radio connected to the automobile battery and listening to the Democratic conventions in far-off 

cities, I was a long way from the selection process. I feel much closer to it tonight. 

Ours is the party of the man who was nominated by those distant conventions and who inspired and restored this 

nation in its darkest hours—Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

Ours is the party of a fighting Democrat who showed us that a common man could be an uncommon leader—Harry S. 

Truman. 

Ours is the party of a brave young President who called the young at heart, regardless of age, to seek a “New 

Frontier” of national greatness—John F. Kennedy. 

And ours is also the party of a great-hearted Texan who took office in a tragic hour and who went on to do more than 

any other President in this century to advance the cause of human rights—Lyndon Johnson. 

Our Party was built out of the sweatshops of the old Lower East Side, the dark mills of New Hampshire, the blazing 

hearths of Illinois, the coal mines of Pennsylvania, the hard-scrabble farms of the southern coastal plains, and the 

unlimited frontiers of America. 

Ours is the party that welcomed generations of immigrants—the Jews, the 

Irish, the Italians, the Poles, and all the others, enlisted them in its ranks and fought the political battles that helped 

bring them into the American mainstream. 

And they have shaped the character of our party. 

That is our heritage. Our party has not been perfect. We have made mistakes, and we have paid for them. But ours is 

a tradition of leadership and compassion and progress. 

Our leaders have fought for every piece of progressive legislation, from RFD and REA to Social Security and civil rights. 

In times of need, the Democrats were there. 

But in recent years our nation has seen a failure of leadership. We have been hurt, and we have been disillusioned. 

We have seen a wall go up that separates us from our own government. 

We have lost some precious things that historically have bound our people and our government together. We feel 

that moral decay has weakened our country, that it is crippled by a lack of goals and values, and that our public 

officials have lost faith in us. 

We have been a nation adrift too long. We have been without leadership too long. We have had divided and 

deadlocked government too long. We have been governed by veto too long. We have suffered enough at the hands 

http://loc.gov/teachers
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of a tired and worn-out administration without new ideas, without youth or vitality, without vision and without the 

confidence of the American people. There is a fear that our best years are behind us. But I say to you that our nation’s 

best is still ahead. 

Our country has lived through a time of torment. It is now a time for healing. We want to have faith again. We want 

to be proud again. We just want the truth again. 

It is time for the people to run the government, and not the other way around. 

It is the time to honor and strengthen our families and our neighborhoods and our diverse cultures and customs. 

We need a Democratic President and a Congress to work in harmony for a change, with mutual respect for a change. 

And next year we are going to have that new leadership. You can depend on it! 

It is time for America to move and to speak not with boasting and belligerence but with a quiet strength, to depend in 

world affairs not merely on the size of an arsenal but on the nobility of ideas, and to govern at home not by confusion 

and crisis but with grace and imagination and common sense. 

Too many have had to suffer at the hands of a political economic elite who have shaped decisions and never had to 

account for mistakes or to suffer from injustice. When unemployment prevails, they never stand in line looking for a 

job. 

When deprivation results from a confused and bewildering welfare system, they never do without food or clothing or 

a place to sleep. When the public schools are inferior or torn by strife, their children go to exclusive private schools. 

And when the bureaucracy is bloated and confused, the powerful always manage to discover and occupy niches of 

special influence and privilege. An unfair tax structure serves their needs. And tight secrecy always seems to prevent 

reform. 

All of us must be careful not to cheat each other. Too often unholy, self-perpetuating alliances have been formed 

between money and politics, and the average citizen has been held at arm’s length. 

Each time our nation has made a serious mistake the American people have been excluded from the process. The 

tragedy of Vietnam and Cambodia, the disgrace of Watergate, and the embarrassment of the CIA revelations could 

have been avoided if our government had simply reflected the sound judgement and good common sense and the 

high moral character of the American people. 

It is time for us to take a new look at our own government, to strip away the secrecy, to expose the unwarranted 

pressure of lobbyists, to eliminate waste, to release our civil servants from bureaucratic chaos, to provide tough 

management, and always to remember that in any town or city the mayor, the governor, and the President represent 

exactly the same constituents. 

http://loc.gov/teachers
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As a governor, I had to deal each day with the complicated and confused and overlapping and wasteful federal 

government bureaucracy. As President, I want you to help me evolve an efficient, economical, purposeful, and 

manageable government for our nation. Now, I recognize the difficulty, but if I’m elected, it’s going to be done. And 

you can depend on it! 

We must strengthen the government closest to the people. Business, labor, agriculture, education, science, and 

government should not struggle in isolation from one another but should be able to strive toward mutual goals and 

shared opportunities. We should make major investments in people and not in buildings and weapons. The poor, the 

aged, the weak, the afflicted must be treated with respect and compassion and with love. 

I have spoken a lot of times this year about love. But love must be aggressively translated into simple justice. The test 

of any government is not how popular it is with the powerful but how honestly and fairly it deals with those who must 

depend on it. 

It is time for a complete overhaul of our income tax system. I still tell you: It is a disgrace to the human race. All my 

life I have heard promises about tax reform, but it never quite happens. With your help, we are finally going to make 

it happen. And you can depend on it. 

Here is something that can really help our country: It is time for universal voter registration. 

It is time for a nationwide comprehensive health program for all our people. 

It is time to guarantee an end to discrimination because of race or sex by full involvement in the decision making 

process of government by those who know what it is to suffer from discrimination. And they’ll be in the government if 

I am elected. 

It is time for the law to be enforced. We cannot educate children, we cannot create harmony among our people, we 

cannot preserve basic human freedom unless we have an orderly society. 

Crime and lack of justice are especially cruel to those who are least able to protect themselves. Swift arrest and trial, 

fair and uniform punishment, should be expected by anyone who would break our laws. 

It is time for our government leaders to respect the law no less than the humblest citizen, so that we can end once 

and for all a double standard of justice. 

I see no reason why big-shot crooks should go free and the poor ones go to jail. 

A simple and a proper function of government is just to make it easy for us to do good and difficult for us to do 

wrong. 

As an engineer, a planner, a businessman, I see clearly the value to our nation of a strong system of free enterprise 

based on increase productivity and adequate wages. We Democrats believe that competition is better than 
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regulation, and we intend to combine strong safeguards for consumers with minimal intrusion of government in our 

free economic system. 

I believe that anyone who is able to work ought to work–and ought to have a chance to work. We will never have an 

end to the inflationary spiral, we will never have a balanced budget—which I am determined to see–as long as we 

have eight or nine million Americans out of work who cannot find a job. Any system of economics is bankrupt if it sees 

either value or virtue in unemployment. We simply cannot check inflation by keeping people out of work. 

The foremost responsibility of any President, above all else, is to guarantee the security of our nation—a guarantee of 

freedom from the threat of successful attack or blackmail, and the ability with our allies to maintain peace. 

But peace is not the mere absence of war. Peace is action to stamp out international terrorism. Peace is the unceasing 

effort to preserve human rights. 

Peace is a combined demonstration of strength and good will. We will pray for peace and we will work for peace, until 

we have removed from all nations for all time the threat of nuclear destruction. 

America’s birth opened a new chapter in mankind’s history. Ours was the first nation to dedicate itself clearly to basic 

moral and philosophical principles: that all people are created equal and endowed with inalienable rights to life, 

liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, and that the power of government is derived from the consent of the governed. 

This national commitment was a singular act of wisdom and courage, and it brought the best and the bravest from 

other nations to our shores. It was a revolutionary development that captured the imagination of mankind. It created 

a basis for a unique role of America—that of a pioneer in shaping more decent and just relations among people and 

among societies. 

Today, two hundred years later, we must address ourselves to that role, both in what we do at home and how we act 

abroad’ among people everywhere who have become politically more alert, socially more congested, and increasingly 

impatient with global inequities, and who are now organized, as you know, into some one hundred and fifty different 

nations. This calls for nothing less than a sustained architectural effort to shape an international framework of peace 

within which our own ideals gradually can become a global reality. 

Our nation should always derive its character directly from the people and let this be the strength and the image to 

be presented to the world—the character of the American people. 

To our friends and allies I say that what unites us through our common dedication to democracy is much more 

important than that which occasionally divides us on economics or politics. To the nations that seek to lift themselves 

from poverty I say that America shares your aspirations and extends its hand to you. To those nation-states that wish 

to compete with us I say that we neither fear competition nor see it as an obstacle to wider cooperation. To all people 

I say that after two hundred years America still remains confident and youthful in its commitment to freedom and 

equality, and we always will be. 
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During this election year we candidates will ask you for your votes, and from us will be demanded our vision. 

My vision of this nation and its future has been deepened and matured during the nineteen months that I have 

campaigned among you for President. I have never had more faith in America than I do today. We have an America 

that, in Bob Dylan’s phrase, is busy being born, not busy dying. 

We can have an America that has reconciled its economic needs with its desire for an environment that we can pass 

on with pride to the next generation. 

We can have an America that provides excellence in education to my child and your child and every child. 

We can have an America that encourages and takes pride in our ethnic diversity, our religious diversity, our cultural 

diversity—knowing that out of this pluralistic heritage has come the strength and the vitality and the creativity that 

has made us great and will keep us great. 

We can have an American government that does not oppress or spy on its own people but respects our dignity and 

our privacy and our right to be let alone. 

We can have an America where freedom, on the one hand, and equality, on the other hand, are mutually supportive 

and not in conflict, and where the dreams of our nation’s first leaders are fully realized in our own day and age. 

And we can have an America which harnesses the idealism of the student, the compassion of a nurse or the social 

worker, the determination of a farmer, the wisdom of a teacher, the practicality of the business leader, the 

experience of the senior citizen, and the hope of a laborer to build a better life for us all. And we can have it, and 

we’re going to have it! 

As I’ve said many times before, we can have an American President who does not govern with negativism and fear of 

the future, but with vigor and vision and aggressive leadership—a President who’s not isolated from the people, but 

who feels your pain and shares your dreams and takes his strength and his wisdom and his courage from you. 

I see an America on the move again, united, a diverse and vital and tolerant nation, entering our third century with 

pride and confidence, an America that lives up to the majesty of our Constitution and the simple decency of our 

people. 

This is the America we want. This is the America that we will have. 

We will go forward from this convention with some differences of opinion perhaps, but nevertheless united in a calm 

determination to make our country large and driving and generous in spirit once again, ready to embark on great 

national deeds. And once again, as brothers and sisters, our hearts will swell with pride to call ourselves Americans. 
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Citation: Gerald R. Ford: “Remarks in Kansas City Upon Accepting the 1976 Republican Presidential Nomination,” August 19, 1976. Online by Gerhard Peters and 
John T. Woolley, The American Presidency Project. http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/?pid=6281. 

Mr. Chairman, delegates and alternates to this Republican Convention: 

I am honored by your nomination, and I accept it with pride, with gratitude, and with a total will to win a great victory 

for the American people. We will wage a winning campaign in every region of this country, from the snowy banks of 

Minnesota to the sandy plains of Georgia. We concede not a single State. We concede not a single vote. 

This evening I am proud to stand before this great convention as the first incumbent President since Dwight D. 

Eisenhower who can tell the American people America is at peace. 

Tonight I can tell you straightaway this Nation is sound, this Nation is secure, this Nation is on the march to full 

economic recovery and a better quality of life for all Americans. 

And I will tell you one more thing: This year the issues are on our side. I am ready, I am eager to go before the 

American people and debate the real issues face to face with Jimmy Carter. The American people have a right to 

know firsthand exactly where both of us stand. 

I am deeply grateful to those who stood with me in winning the nomination of the party whose cause I have served all 

of my adult life. I respect the convictions of those who want a change in Washington. I want a change, too. After 22 

long years of majority misrule, let’s change the United States Congress. 

My gratitude tonight reaches far beyond this arena to countless friends whose confidence, hard work, and unselfish 

support have brought me to this moment. It would be unfair to single out anyone, but may I make an exception for 

my wonderful family–Mike, Jack, Steve, and Susan and especially my dear wife, Betty. 

We Republicans have had some tough competition. We not only preach the virtues of competition, we practice them. 

But tonight we come together not on a battlefield to conclude a cease-fire, but to join forces on a training field that 

has conditioned us all for the rugged contest ahead. Let me say this from the bottom of my heart: After the 

scrimmages of the past few months, it really feels good to have Ron Reagan on the same side of the line. 

To strengthen our championship lineup, the convention has wisely chosen one of the ablest Americans as our next 

Vice President, Senator Bob Dole of Kansas. With his help, with your help, with the help of millions of Americans who 

cherish peace, who want freedom preserved, prosperity shared, and pride in America, we will win this election. I 

speak not of a Republican victory, but a victory for the American people. 

You at home listening tonight, you are the people who pay the taxes and obey the laws. You are the people who make 

our system work. You are the people who make America what it is. It is from your ranks that I come and on your side 

that I stand. 

Something wonderful happened to this country of ours the past 2 years. We all came to realize it on the Fourth of 

July. Together, out of years of turmoil and tragedy, wars and riots, assassinations and wrongdoing in high places, 
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Americans recaptured the spirit of 1776. We saw again the pioneer vision of our revolutionary founders and our 

immigrant ancestors. Their vision was of free men and free women enjoying limited government and unlimited 

opportunity. The mandate I want in 1976 is to make this vision a reality, but it will take the voices and the votes of 

many more Americans who are not Republicans to make that mandate binding and my mission possible. 

I have been called an unelected President, an accidental President. We may even hear that again from the other 

party, despite the fact that I was welcomed and endorsed by an overwhelming majority of their elected 

representatives in the Congress who certified my fitness to our highest office. Having become Vice President and 

President without expecting or seeking either, I have a special feeling toward these high offices. To me, the 

Presidency and the Vice-Presidency were not prizes to be won, but a duty to be done. 

So, tonight it is not the power and the glamour of the Presidency that leads me to ask for another 4 years; it is 

something every hard-working American will understand–the challenge of a job well begun, but far from finished. 

Two years ago, on August 9, 1974, I placed my hand on the Bible, which Betty held, and took the same constitutional 

oath that was administered to George Washington. I had faith in our people, in our institutions, and in myself. “My 

fellow Americans,” I said, “our long national nightmare is over.” 

It was an hour in our history that troubled our minds and tore at our hearts. Anger and hatred had risen to dangerous 

levels, dividing friends and families. The polarization of our political order had aroused unworthy passions of reprisal 

and revenge. Our governmental system was closer to stalemate than at any time since Abraham Lincoln took the 

same oath of office. Our economy was in the throes of runaway inflation, taking us headlong into the worst recession 

since Franklin D. Roosevelt took the same oath. 

On that dark day I told my fellow countrymen, “I am acutely aware that you have not elected me as your President by 

your ballots, so I ask you to confirm me as your President with your prayers.” 

On a marble fireplace in the White House is carved a prayer which John Adams wrote. It concludes, “May none but 

honest and wise men ever rule under this roof.” Since I have resided in that historic house, I have tried to live by that 

prayer. I faced many tough problems. I probably made some mistakes, but on balance, America and Americans have 

made an incredible comeback since August 1974. Nobody can honestly say otherwise. And the plain truth is that the 

great progress we have made at home and abroad was in spite of the majority who run the Congress of the United 

States. 

For 2 years I have stood for all the people against a vote-hungry, free-spending congressional majority on Capitol Hill. 

Fifty-five times I vetoed extravagant and unwise legislation; 45 times I made those vetoes stick. Those vetoes have 

saved American taxpayers billions and billions of dollars. I am against the big tax spender and for the little taxpayer. 

I called for a permanent tax cut, coupled with spending reductions, to stimulate the economy and relieve hard-

pressed, middle-income taxpayers. Your personal exemption must be raised from $750 to $1,000. The other party’s 

platform talks about tax reform, but there is one big problem–their own Congress won’t act. 
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I called for reasonable constitutional restrictions on court-ordered busing of schoolchildren, but the other party’s 

platform concedes that busing should be a last resort. But there is the same problem–their own Congress won’t act. 

I called for a major overhaul of criminal laws to crack down on crime and illegal drugs. The other party’s platform 

deplores America’s $90 billion cost of crime. There is the problem again–their own Congress won’t act. 

The other party’s platform talks about a strong defense. Now, here is the other side of the problem–their own 

Congress did act. They slashed $50 billion from our national defense needs in the last 10 years. 

My friends, Washington is not the problem; their Congress is the problem. You know, the President of the United 

States is not a magician who can wave a wand or sign a paper that will instantly end a war, cure a recession, or make 

bureaucracy disappear. A President has immense powers under the Constitution, but all of them ultimately come 

from the American people and their mandate to him. That is why, tonight, I turn to the American people and ask not 

only for your prayers but also for your strength and your support, for your voice, and for your vote. 

I come before you with a 2-year record of performance without your mandate. I offer you a 4-year pledge of greater 

performance with your mandate. As Governor Al Smith used to say, “Let’s look at the record.” 

Two years ago inflation was 12 percent. Sales were off. Plants were shut down. Thousands were being laid off every 

week. Fear of the future was throttling down our economy and threatening millions of families. 

Let’s look at the record since August 1974. Inflation has been cut in half. Payrolls are up. Profits are up. Production is 

up. Purchases are up. Since the recession was turned around, almost 4 million of our fellow Americans have found 

new jobs or got their old jobs back. This year more men and women have jobs than ever before in the history of the 

United States. Confidence has returned, and we are in the full surge of sound recovery to steady prosperity. 

Two years ago America was mired in withdrawal from Southeast Asia. A decade of Congresses had shortchanged our 

global defenses and threatened our strategic posture. Mounting tension between Israel and the Arab nations made 

another war seem inevitable. The whole world watched and wondered where America was going. Did we in our 

domestic turmoil have the will, the stamina, and the unity to stand up for freedom? 

Look at the record since August, 2 years ago. Today America is at peace and seeks peace for all nations. Not a single 

American is at war anywhere on the face of this Earth tonight. 

Our ties with Western Europe and Japan, economic as well as military, were never stronger. Our relations with 

Eastern Europe, the Soviet Union, and mainland China are firm, vigilant, and forward looking. Policies I have initiated 

offer sound progress for the peoples of the Pacific, Africa, and Latin America. Israel and Egypt, both trusting the 

United States, have taken an historic step that promises an eventual just settlement for the whole Middle East. 

The world now respects America’s policy of peace through strength. The United States is again the confident leader of 

the free world. Nobody questions our dedication to peace, but nobody doubts our willingness to use our strength 

when our vital interests are at stake, and we will. I called for an up-to-date, powerful Army, Navy, Air Force, and 

Marines that will keep America secure for decades. A strong military posture is always the best insurance for peace. 
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But America’s strength has never rested on arms alone. It is rooted in our mutual commitment of our citizens and 

leaders in the highest standards of ethics and morality and in the spiritual renewal which our Nation is undergoing 

right now. 

Two years ago people’s confidence in their highest officials, to whom they had overwhelmingly entrusted power, had 

twice been shattered. Losing faith in the word of their elected leaders, Americans lost some of their own faith in 

themselves. 

Again, let’s look at the record since August 1974. From the start my administration has been open, candid, forthright. 

While my entire public and private life was under searching examination for the Vice-Presidency, I reaffirmed my 

lifelong conviction that truth is the glue that holds government together–not only government but civilization itself. I 

have demanded honesty, decency, and personal integrity from everybody in the executive branch of the Government. 

The House and Senate have the same duty. 

The American people will not accept a double standard in the United States Congress. Those who make our laws 

today must not debase the reputation of our great legislative bodies that have given us such giants as Daniel Webster, 

Henry Clay, Sam Rayburn, and Robert A. Taft. Whether in the Nation’s Capital, the State capital, or city hall, private 

morality and public trust must go together. 

From August of 1974 to August of 1976, the record shows steady progress upward toward prosperity, peace, and 

public trust. My record is one of progress, not platitudes. My record is one of specifics, not smiles. My record is one of 

performance, not promises. It is a record I am proud to run on. It is a record the American people–Democrats, 

Independents, and Republicans alike–will support on November 2. 

For the next 4 years I pledge to you that I will hold to the steady course we have begun. But I have no intention of 

standing on the record alone. 

We will continue winning the fight against inflation. We will go on reducing the dead weight and impudence of 

bureaucracy. We will submit a balanced budget by 1978. 

We will improve the quality of life at work, at play, and in our homes and in our neighborhoods. We will not abandon 

our cities. We will encourage urban programs which assure safety in the streets, create healthy environments, and 

restore neighborhood pride. We will return control of our children’s education to parents and local school authorities. 

We will make sure that the party of Lincoln remains the party of equal rights. 

We will create a tax structure that is fair for all our citizens, one that preserves the continuity of the family home, the 

family farm, and the family business. 

We will ensure the integrity of the social security system and improve Medicare so that our older citizens can enjoy 

the health and the happiness that they have earned. There is no reason they should have to go broke just to get well. 
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We will make sure that this rich Nation does not neglect citizens who are less fortunate, but provides for their needs 

with compassion and with dignity. 

We will reduce the growth and the cost of government and allow individual breadwinners and businesses to keep 

more of the money that they earn. 

We will create a climate in which our economy will provide a meaningful job for everyone who wants to work and a 

decent standard of life for all Americans. We will ensure that all of our young people have a better chance in life than 

we had, an education they can use, and a career they can be proud of. 

We will carry out a farm policy that assures a fair market price for the farmer, encourages full production, leads to 

record exports, and eases the hunger within the human family. We will never use the bounty of America’s farmers as 

a pawn in international diplomacy. There will be no embargoes. 

We will continue our strong leadership to bring peace, justice, and economic progress where there is turmoil, 

especially in the Middle East. We will build a safer and saner world through patient negotiations and dependable 

arms agreements which reduce the danger of conflict and horror of thermonuclear war. While I am President, we will 

not return to a collision course that could reduce civilization to ashes. 

We will build an America where people feel rich in spirit as well as in worldly goods. We will build an America where 

people feel proud about themselves and about their country. 

We will build on performance, not promises; experience, not expediency; real progress instead of mysterious plans to 

be revealed in some dim and distant future. The American people are wise, wiser than our opponents think. They 

know who pays for every campaign promise. They are not afraid of the truth. We will tell them the truth. 

From start to finish, our campaign will be credible; it will be responsible. We will come out fighting, and we will win. 

Yes, we have all seen the polls and the pundits who say our party is dead. I have heard that before. So did Harry 

Truman. I will tell you what I think. The only polls that count are the polls the American people go to on November 2. 

And right now, I predict that the American people are going to say that night, “Jerry, you have done a good job, keep 

right on doing it.” 

As I try in my imagination to look into the homes where families are watching the end of this great convention, I can’t 

tell which faces are Republicans, which are Democrats, and which are Independents. I cannot see their color or their 

creed. I see only Americans. 

I see Americans who love their husbands, their wives, and their children. I see Americans who love their country for 

what it has been and what it must become. I see Americans who work hard, but who are willing to sacrifice all they 

have worked for to keep their children and their country free. I see Americans who in their own quiet way pray for 

peace among nations and peace among themselves. We do love our neighbors, and we do forgive those who have 

trespassed against us. 
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I see a new generation that knows what is right and knows itself, a generation determined to preserve its ideals, its 

environment, our Nation, and the world. 

My fellow Americans, I like what I see. I have no fear for the future of this great country. And as we go forward 

together, I promise you once more what I promised before: to uphold the Constitution, to do what is right as God 

gives me to see the right, and to do the very best that I can for America. 

God helping me, I won’t let you down. 

Thank you very much. 

 

http://loc.gov/teachers


 

  
          Page 17 of 42 

Citation: Hillary Clinton: “Address Accepting the Presidential Nomination at the Democratic National Convention in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,” July 28, 2016. Online 
by Gerhard Peters and John T. Woolley, The American Presidency Project. http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/?pid=118051. 
 
Thank you all very, very much! Thank you for that amazing welcome! 

Thank you all for the great convention that we’ve had. 

And Chelsea, thank you. I am so proud to be your mother and so proud of the woman you’ve become. Thank you for 

bringing Mark into our family and Charlotte and Aidan into the world. 

And Bill, that conversation we started in the law library 45 years ago ... it is still going strong. 

You know, that conversation has lasted through good times that filled us with joy and hard times that tested us. And 

I’ve even gotten a few words in along the way. 

On Tuesday night I was so happy to see that my “explainer in chief” is still on the job. 

I’m also grateful to the rest of my family and to the friends of a lifetime. 

To all of you whose hard work brought us here tonight and to those of you who joined this campaign this week, thank 

you. What a remarkable week it’s been! 

We heard the man from Hope, Bill Clinton, and the man of hope, Barack Obama. America is stronger because of 

President Obama’s leadership. And I’m better because of his friendship. 

We heard from our terrific vice president, the one and only Joe Biden. 

He spoke from his big heart about our party’s commitment to working people as only he can do. 

And first lady Michelle Obama reminded us that our children are watching. And the president we elect is going to be 

their president, too. 

And for those of you out there who are just getting to know Tim Kaine you will soon understand why the people of 

Virginia keep promoting him from city council and mayor to governor and now senator. And he will make our whole 

country proud as our vice president. 

And I want to thank Bernie Sanders. 

Bernie, your campaign inspired millions of Americans, particularly the young people who threw their hearts and souls 

into our primary. 

You’ve put economic and social justice issues front and center where they belong. 
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And to all of your supporters here and around the country, I want you to know I’ve heard you. Your cause is our 

cause. 

Our country needs your ideas, energy and passion. That is the only way we can turn our progressive platform into real 

change for America. We wrote it together, now let’s go out and make it happen together! 

My friends, we’ve come to Philadelphia, the birthplace of our nation, because what happened in this city 240 years 

ago still has something to teach us today. We all know the story, but we usually focus on how it turned out and not 

enough on how close that story came to never being written at all. 

When representatives from 13 unruly colonies met just down the road from here, some wanted to stick with the king 

and some wanted to stick it to the king. 

The Revolution hung in the balance, and somehow they began listening to each other, compromising, finding 

common purpose. And by the time they left Philadelphia, they had begun to see themselves as one nation. That’s 

what made it possible to stand up to a king. That took courage, they had courage. Our Founders embraced the 

enduring truth that we are stronger together. 

Now America is once again at a moment of reckoning. Powerful forces are threatening to pull us apart. Bonds of trust 

and respect are fraying. And just as with our Founders, there are no guarantees. It truly is up to us. We have to decide 

whether we will all work together so we can all rise together. 

Our country’s motto is E Pluribus Unum, out of many we are one. Will we stay true to that motto? 

Well, we heard Donald Trump’s answer last week at his convention. He wants to divide us from the rest of the world 

and from each other. He’s betting that the perils of today’s world will blind us to its unlimited promise. He’s taken the 

Republican Party a long way, from morning in America to midnight in America. 

He wants us to fear the future and fear each other. Well, you know, a great Democratic President Franklin Delano 

Roosevelt came up with the perfect rebuke to Trump more than 80 years ago during a much more perilous time: The 

only thing we have to fear is fear itself! 

Now, we are clear-eyed about what our country is up against. But we are not afraid. We will rise to the challenge just 

as we always have. We will not build a wall; instead, we will build an economy where everyone who wants a good job 

can get one. And we’ll build a path to citizenship for millions of immigrants who are already contributing to our 

economy. 

We will not ban a religion. We will work with all Americans and our allies to fight and defeat terrorism. 

Yet, we know there is a lot to do. Too many people haven’t had a pay raise since the crash. There’s too much 

inequality, too little social mobility, too much paralysis in Washington. 
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Too many threats at home and abroad. But just look for a minute at the strengths we bring as Americans to meet 

these challenges. 

We have the most dynamic and diverse people in the world. 

We have the most tolerant and generous young people we’ve ever had. 

We have the most powerful military, the most innovative entrepreneurs, the most enduring values, freedom and 

equality, justice and opportunity, we should be so proud that those words are associated with us. 

I have to tell you, as your secretary of state I went to 112 countries. When people hear those words, they hear 

America! 

So don’t let anyone tell you that our country is weak. We’re not. Don’t let anyone tell you we don’t have what it 

takes. We do. And most of all, don’t believe anyone who says I alone can fix it. 

Yes, those were actually Donald Trump’s words in Cleveland. And they should set off alarm bells for all of us. Really? I 

alone can fix it? Isn’t he forgetting troops on the front lines, police officers and firefighters who run toward danger, 

doctors and nurses who care for us, teachers who change lives, entrepreneurs who see possibilities in every problem, 

mothers who lost children to violence and are building a movement to keep other kids safe? He’s forgetting every last 

one of us. 

Americans don’t say “I alone can fix it.” We say “we’ll fix it together!” 

And remember, remember, our Founders fought a Revolution and wrote a Constitution so America would never be a 

nation where one person had all the power. 

240 years later, we still put our faith in each other. Look at what happened in Dallas after the assassinations of five 

brave police officers. Police Chief David Brown asked the community to support his force, maybe even join them. And 

you know how the community responded? Nearly 500 people applied in just 12 days. 

That’s how Americans answer when the call for help goes out. 

Twenty years ago I wrote a book called “It Takes a Village.” And a lot of people looked at the title and asked, what the 

heck do you mean by that? This is what I mean. None of us can raise a family, build a business, heal a community or 

lift a country totally alone. 

America needs every one of us to lend our energy, our talents, our ambition to making our nation better and 

stronger. I believe that with all my heart. That’s why “stronger together” is not just a lesson from our history, it’s not 

just a slogan for our campaign, it’s a guiding principle for the country we’ve always been and the future we’re going to 

build, a country where the economy works for everyone, not just those at the top. 
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Where you can get a good job and send your kids to a good school, no matter what ZIP code you live in. A country 

where all our children can dream and those dreams are within reach, where families are strong, communities are safe 

and, yes, where love trumps hate. 

That’s the country we’re fighting for. That’s the future we’re working toward. And so, my friends, it is with humility, 

determination and boundless confidence in America’s promise that I accept your nomination for president of the 

United States! 

Now, sometimes—sometimes—the people at this podium are new to the national stage. As you know, I’m not one of 

those people. I’ve been your first lady, served eight years as a senator from the great state of New York, then I 

represented all of you as secretary of state. 

But my job titles only tell you what I’ve done. They don’t tell you why. The truth is, through all these years of public 

service, the service part has always come easier to me than the public part. 

I get it that some people just don’t know what to make of me. 

So let me tell you. The family I’m from, well, no one had their name on big buildings. My family were builders of a 

different kind, builders in the way most American families are. They used whatever tools they had, whatever God 

gave them and whatever life in America provided and built better lives and better futures for their kids. 

My grandfather worked in the same Scranton lace mill for 50 years. 

Because he believed that if he gave everything he had, his children would have a better life than he did. And he was 

right. My dad, Hugh, made it to college, he played football at Penn State and enlisted in the Navy after Pearl Harbor. 

When the war was over, he started his own small business printing fabric for draperies. I remember watching him 

stand for hours over silkscreens. He wanted to give my brothers and me opportunities he never had, and he did. 

My mother, Dorothy, was abandoned by her parents as a young girl. She ended up on her own at 14 working as a 

housemaid. She was saved by the kindness of others. Her first-grade teacher saw she had nothing to eat at lunch, and 

brought extra food to share the entire year. 

The lessons she passed on to me years later stuck with me. No one gets through life alone. We have to look out for 

each other and lift each other up. And she made sure I learned the words from our Methodist faith: Do all the good 

you can for all the people you can in all the ways you can as long as ever you can. 

So I went to work for the Children’s Defense Fund, going door-to- door in New Bedford, Massachusetts on behalf of 

children with disabilities who were denied the chance to go to school. I remember meeting a young girl in a 

wheelchair on the small back porch of her house. She told me how badly she wanted to go to school. It just didn’t 

seem possible in those days. And I couldn’t stop thinking of my mother and what she’d gone through as a child. 
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It became clear to me that simply caring is not enough. To drive real progress, you have to change both hearts and 

laws. You need both understanding and action. 

So we gathered facts, we built a coalition and our work helped convince Congress to ensure access to education for all 

students with disabilities. It’s a big idea, isn’t it? Every kid with a disability has the right to go to school. 

But how? How do you make an idea like that real? You do it step by step, year by year, sometimes even door by door. 

My heart just swelled when I saw Anastasia Somoza representing millions of young people on this stage. 

Because we changed our law to make sure she got an education. So it’s true. I sweat the details of policy, whether 

we’re talking about the exact level of lead in the drinking water in Flint, Michigan, the number of mental health 

facilities in Iowa or the cost of your prescription drugs. 

Because it’s not just a detail if it’s your kid, if it’s your family. It’s a big deal. And it should be a big deal to you 

president, too. 

After the four days of this convention, you’ve seen some of the people who have inspired me, people who let me into 

their lives and became a part of mine, people like Ryan Moore and Lauren Manning. They told their stories Tuesday 

night. 

I first met Ryan as a 7-year old. He was wearing a full-body brace that must have weighed 40 pounds because I leaned 

over to lift him up. Children like Ryan kept me going when our plan for universal health care failed and kept me 

working with leaders of both parties to help create the Children’s Health Insurance Program that covers 8 million kids 

in our country. 

Lauren Manning, who stood here with such grace and power, was gravely injured on 9/11. It was the thought of her 

and Debbie St. John who you saw in the movie and John Dolan and Joe Sweeney and all the victims and survivors that 

kept me working as hard as I could in the Senate on behalf of 9/11 families and our first responders who got sick from 

their time at ground zero. 

I was thinking of Lauren, Debbie and all the others 10 years later in the White House Situation Room when President 

Obama made the courageous decision that finally brought Osama bin Laden to justice. 

And in this campaign, I’ve met many more people who motivate me to keep fighting for change. And with your help, I 

will carry all of your voices and stories with me to the White House. 

And you heard from Republicans and independents who are supporting our campaign. Well, I will be a president for 

Democrats, Republicans, independents, for the struggling, the striving, the successful, for all those who vote for me 

and for those who don’t. For all Americans together! 

Tonight we’ve reached a milestone in our nation’s march toward a more perfect union. The first time that a major 

party has nominated a woman for president! 
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Standing here as my mother’s daughter and my daughter’s mother, I’m so happy this day has come. I’m happy for 

grandmothers and little girls and everyone in between. I’m happy for boys and men. Because when any barrier falls in 

America, it clears the way for everyone. 

After all, when there are no ceilings, the sky’s the limit! 

So let’s keep going. Let’s keep going until every one of the 161 million women and girls across America has the 

opportunity she deserves to have! 

But even more important than the history we make tonight is the history we will write together in the years ahead. 

Let’s begin with what we’re going to do to help working people in our country get ahead and stay ahead. 

Now, I don’t think President Obama and Vice President Biden get the credit they deserve for saving us from the worst 

economic crisis of our lifetimes. 

Our economy is so much stronger than when they took office. Nearly 15 million new private sector jobs, 20 million 

more Americans with health insurance, and an auto industry that just had its best year ever. 

Now, that’s real progress, but none of us can be satisfied with the status quo, not by a long shot. We’re still facing 

deep-seated problems that developed long before the recession and have stayed with us through the recovery. 

I’ve gone around the country talking to working families and I’ve heard from many who feel like the economy sure 

isn’t working for them. Some of you are frustrated, even furious. And you know what? You’re right. It’s not yet 

working the way it should. Americans are willing to work and work hard, but right now an awful lot of people feel 

there is less and less respect for the work they do and less respect for them, period. 

Democrats, we are the party of working people. 

But we haven’t done a good enough job showing we get what you’re going through, and we’re going to do something 

to help. So tonight I want to tell you how we will empower Americans to live better lives. 

My primary mission as president will be to create more opportunity and more good jobs with rising wages right here 

in the United States. 

From my first day in office to my last, especially in places that for too long have been left out and left behind, from 

our inner cities to our small towns, from Indian country to coal country, from communities ravaged by addiction, to 

regions hollowed out by plant closures. 

And here’s what I believe. I believe America thrives when the middle class thrives. I believe our economy isn’t working 

the way it should because our democracy isn’t working the way it should. 
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That’s why we need to appoint Supreme Court justices who will get money out of politics and expand voting rights, 

not restrict them. 

And if necessary, we will pass a constitutional amendment to overturn Citizens United! 

I believe American corporations that have gotten so much from our country should be just as patriotic in return. 

Many of them are, but too many aren’t. It’s wrong to take tax breaks with one hand and give out pink slips with the 

other. 

And I believe Wall Street can never, ever be allowed to wreck Main Street again. 

And I believe in science! 

I believe climate change is real and that we can save our planet while creating millions of good-paying, clean-energy 

jobs. 

I believe that when we have millions of hardworking immigrants contributing to our economy, it would be self-

defeating and inhumane to try to kick them out. 

Comprehensive immigration reform will grow our economy and keep families together. And it’s the right thing to do. 

So whatever party you belong to or if you belong to no party at all, if you share these beliefs, this is your campaign. 

If you believe that companies should share profits, not pad executive bonuses, join us! 

If you believe the minimum wage should be a living wage and no one working full time should have to raise their 

children in poverty, join us! 

If you believe that every man, woman and child in America has the right to affordable health care, join us! 

If you believe that we should say no to unfair trade deals, that we should stand up to China, that we should support 

our steelworkers and autoworkers and home-grown manufacturers, then join us! 

If you believe we should expand Social Security and protect a woman’s right to make her own health care decisions, 

then join us! 

And yes, yes, if you believe that your working mother, wife, sister or daughter deserves equal pay, join us! 

That’s how we’re going to make sure this economy works for everyone, not just those at the top. 
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Now, you didn’t hear any of this, did you, from Donald Trump at his convention? He spoke for 70-odd minutes—and I 

do mean odd—and he offered zero solutions. But we already know he doesn’t believe these things. No wonder he 

doesn’t like talking about his plans. You might have noticed I love talking about mine. 

In my first 100 days, we will work with both parties to pass the biggest investment in new, good-paying jobs since 

World War II. Jobs in manufacturing, clean energy, technology and innovation, small business and infrastructure. If we 

invest in infrastructure now, we’ll not only create jobs today, but lay the foundation for the jobs of the future. And we 

will also transform the way we prepare our young people for those jobs. 

Bernie Sanders and I will work together to make college tuition free for the middle class and debt free for all. 

We will also liberate millions of people who already have student debt. 

It’s just not right that Donald Trump can ignore his debts and students and families can’t refinance their debts. 

And something we don’t say often enough, sure, college is crucial, but a four-year degree should not be the only path 

to a good job. 

We will help more people learn a skill or practice a trade and make a good living doing it. 

We will give small businesses, like my dad’s, a boost, make it easier to get credit. Way too many dreams die in the 

parking lots of banks. In America, if you can dream it you should be able to build it. 

And we will help you balance family and work. And you know what? If fighting for affordable child care and paid 

family leave is playing the woman card, then deal me in! 

Now, here’s the other thing. 

Now, we’re not only going to make all of these investments, we’re going to pay for every single one of them. And 

here’s how: Wall Street, corporations and the super rich are going to start paying their fair share of taxes. 

This is not because we resent success. But when more than 90 percent of the gains have gone to the top 1 percent, 

that’s where the money is. And we are going to follow the money. 

And if companies take tax breaks and then ship jobs overseas, we’ll make them pay us back and we’ll put that money 

to work where it belongs, creating jobs here at home. 

Now, I imagine that some of you are sitting at home thinking, well, that all sounds pretty good, but how are you going 

to get it done? How are you going to break through the gridlock in Washington? 

Well, look at my record. I’ve worked across the aisle to pass laws and treaties and to launch new programs that help 

millions of people. And if you give me the chance, that’s exactly what I’ll do as president. 
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But then I also imagine people are thinking out there, but Trump, he’s a businessman, he must know something about 

the economy. 

Well, let’s take a closer look, shall we? In Atlantic City, 60 miles from here, you will find contractors and small 

businesses who lost everything because Donald Trump refused to pay his bills. 

Now, remember what the president said last night: Don’t boo; vote! 

But think of this. People who did the work and needed the money, not because he couldn’t pay them, but because he 

wouldn’t pay them. He just stiffed them. And you know that sales pitch he’s making to be president, put your faith in 

him and you’ll win big? That’s the same sales pitch he made to all those small businesses. Then Trump walked away 

and left working people holding the bag. 

He also talks a big game about putting America first. Well, please explain what part of “America first” leads him to 

make Trump ties in China, not Colorado, Trump suits in Mexico, not Michigan, Trump furniture in Turkey, not Ohio, 

Trump picture frames in India, not Wisconsin? 

Donald Trump says he wants to make America great again. Well, he could start by actually making things in America 

again. 

Now, the choice we face in this election is just as stark when it comes to our national security. 

You know, anyone—anyone—reading the news can see the threats and turbulence we face, from Baghdad to Kabul to 

Nice and Paris and Brussels, from San Bernardino to Orlando. We’re dealing with determined enemies that must be 

defeated. 

So it’s no wonder that people are anxious and looking for reassurance, looking for steady leadership, wanting a leader 

who understands we are stronger when we work with our allies around the world and care for our veterans here at 

home. 

Keeping our nation safe and honoring the people who do that work will be my highest priority. I’m proud that we’ve 

put a lid on Iran’s nuclear program without firing a single shot. 

Now we have to enforce it. And we must keep supporting Israel’s security. 

I’m proud that we shaped a global climate agreement. Now we have to hold every country accountable to their 

commitments, including ourselves. 

And I’m proud to stand by our allies in NATO against any threat they face, including from Russia. 
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I’ve laid out my strategy for defeating ISIS. We will strike their sanctuaries from the air and support local forces taking 

them out on the ground. We will surge our intelligence so we detect and prevent attacks before they happen. We will 

disrupt their efforts online to reach and radicalize young people in our country. 

It won’t be easy or quick, but make no mistake we will prevail. 

Now, Donald Trump, Donald Trump says, and this is a quote, “I know more about ISIS than the generals do.” No, 

Donald, you don’t. 

He thinks he knows more than our military because he claimed our armed forces are a disaster. 

Well, I’ve had the privilege to work closely with our troops and our veterans for many years, including as a senator on 

the Armed Services Committee, and I know how wrong he is. Our military is a national treasure. We entrust our 

commander in chief to make the hardest decisions our nation faces, decisions about war and peace, life and death. A 

president should respect the men and women who risk their lives to serve our country...including Captain Khan and 

the sons of Tim Kaine and Mike Pence, both Marines. 

So just ask yourself, do you really think Donald Trump has the temperament to be commander in chief? Donald 

Trump can’t even handle the rough and tumble of a presidential campaign. He loses his cool at the slightest 

provocation, when he’s gotten a tough question from a reporter, when he’s challenged in a debate, when he sees a 

protester at a rally. Imagine, if you dare, imagine, imagine him in the Oval Office facing a real crisis. 

A man you can bait with a tweet is not a man we can trust with nuclear weapons! 

I can’t put it any better than Jackie Kennedy did after the Cuban Missile Crisis. She said that what worried President 

Kennedy during that very dangerous time was that a war might be started not by big men with self-control and 

restraint, but by little men, the ones moved by fear and pride. 

America’s strength doesn’t come from lashing out. It relies on smarts, judgment, cool resolve and the precise and 

strategic application of power. And that’s the kind of commander in chief I pledge to be. 

And if we’re serious about keeping our country safe, we also can’t afford to have a president who’s in the pocket of 

the gun lobby. 

I’m not here to repeal the Second Amendment. I’m not here to take away your guns. I just don’t want you to be shot 

by someone who shouldn’t have a gun in the first place. 

We will work tirelessly with responsible gun owners to pass common sense reforms and keep guns out of the hands 

of criminals, terrorists and all others who would do us harm. 

You know, for decades people have said this issue was too hard to solve and the politics too hot to touch. But I ask 

you, how can we just stand by and do nothing? You heard, you saw family members of people killed by gun violence, 
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on this stage. You heard, you saw family members of police officers killed in the line of duty because they were 

outgunned by criminals. 

I refuse to believe we can’t find common ground here. We have to heal the divides in our country, not just on guns, 

but on race, immigration and more. 

And that starts with listening, listening to each other, trying as best we can to walk in each other’s shoes. So let’s put 

ourselves in the shoes of young black and Latino men and women who face the effects of systemic racism and are 

made to feel like their lives are disposable! 

Let’s put ourselves in the shoes of police officers kissing their kids and spouses good-bye every day, heading off to do 

a dangerous and necessary job. We will reform our criminal justice system from end to end and rebuild trust between 

law enforcement and the communities they serve. 

And we will defend all our rights, civil rights, human rights and voting rights, women’s rights and workers’ rights, LGBT 

rights and the rights of people with disabilities. 

And we will stand up against mean and divisive rhetoric wherever it comes from. You know, for the past year many 

people made the mistake of laughing off Donald Trump’s comments, excusing him as an entertainer just putting on a 

show. 

They thought he couldn’t possibly mean all the horrible things he says. Like when he called women pigs, or said that 

an American judge couldn’t be fair because of his Mexican heritage, or when he mocks and mimics a reporter with a 

disability or insults prisoners of war, like John McCain, a hero and a patriot who deserves our respect. 

Now, at first, at first, I admit, I couldn’t he meant it either. It was just too hard to fathom that someone who wants to 

lead our nation could say those things, could be like that. But here’s the sad truth: There is no other Donald Trump, 

this is it. 

And in the end, it comes down to what Donald Trump doesn’t get: America is great because America is good! 

So enough with the bigotry and the bombast. Donald Trump’s not offering real change, he’s offering empty promises. 

And what are we offering? A bold agenda to improve the lives of people across our country to keep you safe, to get 

you good jobs, to get your kids the opportunities they deserve. 

The choice is clear, my friends. Every generation of Americans has come together to make our country freer, fairer 

and stronger. None of us ever have or can do it alone. I know that at a time when so much seems to be pulling us 

apart, it can be hard to imagine how we’ll ever pull together. But I’m here to tell you tonight progress is possible. I 

know because I’ve seen it in the lives of people across America who get knocked down and get right back up. 

And I know it from my own life. More than a few times I’ve had to pick myself up and get back in the game. 
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Like so much else in my life, I got this from my mother, too. She never let me back down from any challenge. When I 

tried to hide from a neighborhood bully, she literally blocked the door, go back out there, she said. And she was right. 

You have to stand up to bullies. You have to keep working to make things better, even when the odds are long and 

the opposition is fierce. 

We lost our mother a few years ago, but I miss her every day. And I still hear her voice urging me to keep working, 

keep fighting for right no matter what. That’s what we need to do together as a nation. 

And though we may not live to see the glory, as the song from the musical “Hamilton” goes, let us gladly join the fight, 

let our legacy be about planting seeds in a garden you never get to see. That’s why we’re here, not just in this hall, but 

on this earth. The Founders showed us that and so have many others since. They were drawn together by love of 

country and the selfless passion to build something better for all who follow. 

That is the story of America. And we begin a new chapter tonight. 

Yes, the world is watching what we do. Yes, America’s destiny is ours to choose. So let’s be stronger together, my 

fellow Americans! 

Let’s look to the future with courage and confidence. Let’s build a better tomorrow for our beloved children and our 

beloved country. And when we do, America will be greater than ever! 

Thank you, and may God bless you and the United States of America! 
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Friends, delegates and fellow Americans: I humbly and gratefully accept your nomination for the presidency of the 
United States. 

U.S.A.! U.S.A.! U.S.A.! 

Together, we will lead our party back to the White House, and we will lead our country back to safety, prosperity, and 

peace. We will be a country of generosity and warmth. But we will also be a country of law and order. 

Our Convention occurs at a moment of crisis for our nation. The attacks on our police, and the terrorism in our cities, 

threaten our very way of life. Any politician who does not grasp this danger is not fit to lead our country. 

Americans watching this address tonight have seen the recent images of violence in our streets and the chaos in our 

communities. Many have witnessed this violence personally, some have even been its victims. 

I have a message for all of you: the crime and violence that today afflicts our nation will soon – and I mean very soon 

– come to an end. 

Beginning on January 20th of 2017, safety will be restored. 

The most basic duty of government is to defend the lives of its own citizens. Any government that fails to do so is a 

government unworthy to lead. 

It is finally time for a straightforward assessment of the state of our nation. 

I will present the facts plainly and honestly. We cannot afford to be so politically correct anymore. 

So if you want to hear the corporate spin, the carefully-crafted lies, and the media myths the Democrats are holding 

their convention next week. Go there. 

But here, at our convention, there will be no lies. We will honor the American people with the truth, and nothing else. 

These are the facts: 

Decades of progress made in bringing down crime are now being reversed by this Administration’s rollback of criminal 

enforcement. 

Homicides last year increased by 17 percent in America’s fifty largest cities. That’s the largest increase in 25 years. In 

our nation’s capital, killings have risen by 50 percent. They are up nearly 60 percent in nearby Baltimore. 

In the President’s hometown of Chicago, more than 2,000 people have been the victim of shootings this year alone. 

And almost 4,000 have been killed in the Chicago area since he took office. 
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The number of police officers killed in the line of duty has risen by almost 50 percent compared to this point last year. 

Nearly 180,000 illegal immigrants with criminal records, ordered deported from our country, are tonight roaming free 

to threaten peaceful citizens. 

The number of new illegal immigrant families who have crossed the border so far this year already exceeds the entire 

total from 2015. They are being released by the tens of thousands into our communities with no regard for the impact 

on public safety or resources. 

One such border-crosser was released and made his way to Nebraska. There, he ended the life of an innocent young 

girl named Sarah Root. She was 21 years-old, and was killed the day after graduating from college with a 4.0 Grade 

Point Average. Number one in her class. Her killer was then released a second time, and he is now a fugitive from the 

law. 

I’ve met Sarah’s beautiful family. But to this Administration, their amazing daughter was just one more American life 

that wasn’t worth protecting. No more. One more child to sacrifice on the order and on the altar of open borders. 

What about our economy? 

Again, I will tell you the plain facts that have been edited out of your nightly news and your morning newspaper: 

Nearly Four in 10 African-American children are living in poverty, while 58% of African American youth are now not 

employed. 2 million more Latinos are in poverty today than when President Obama took his oath of office less than 

eight years ago. Another 14 million people have left the workforce entirely. 

Household incomes are down more than $4,000 since the year 2000. Our trade deficit in goods – think of this – our 

trade deficit reached nearly $800 billion last year alone. We’re going to fix that. 

The budget is no better. 

President Obama has doubled our national debt to more than $19 trillion, and growing. And yet, what do we have to 

show for it? Our roads and bridges are falling apart, our airports are Third World condition, and forty-three million 

Americans are on food stamps. 

Now let us consider the state of affairs abroad. 

Not only have our citizens endured domestic disaster, but they have lived through one international humiliation after 

another. One after another. We all remember the images of our sailors being forced to their knees by their Iranian 

captors at gunpoint. 

This was just prior to the signing of the Iran deal, which gave back to Iran $150 billion and gave us  bsolutely nothing – 

it will go down in history as one of the worst deals ever negotiated. Another humiliation came when president Obama 

drew a red line in Syria – and the whole world knew it meant absolutely nothing. 
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In Libya, our consulate – the symbol of American prestige around the globe – was brought down in flames. America is 

far less safe – and the world is far less stable – than when Obama made the decision to put Hillary Clinton in charge of 

America’s foreign policy. 

Let’s defeat her in November, OK. 

I am certain it is a decision President Obama truly regrets. Her bad instincts and her bad judgment – something 

pointed out by Bernie Sanders – are what caused so many of the disasters unfolding today. Let’s review the record. 

In 2009, pre-Hillary, ISIS was not even on the map.Libya was stable. Egypt was peaceful. Iraq was seeing a big, big 

reduction in violence. Iran was being choked by sanctions. Syria was somewhat under control. 

After four years of Hillary Clinton, what do we have? ISIS has spread across the region, and the world. Libya is in ruins, 

and our Ambassador and his staff were left helpless to die at the hands of savage killers. Egypt was turned over to the 

radical Muslim brotherhood, forcing the military to retake control. Iraq is in chaos. Iran is on the path to nuclear 

weapons. Syria is engulfed in a civil war and a refugee crisis now threatens the West. After fifteen years of wars in the 

Middle East, after trillions of dollars spent and thousands of lives lost, the situation is worse than it has ever been 

before. 

This is the legacy of Hillary Clinton: death, destruction, terrorism, and weakness. 

But Hillary Clinton’s legacy does not have to be America’s legacy. The problems we face now – poverty and violence at 

home, war and destruction abroad – will last only as long as we continue relying on the same politicians who created 

them in the first place. A change in leadership is required to produce a change in outcomes. Tonight, I will share with 

you my plan of action for America. 

The most important difference between our plan and that of our opponents, is that our plan will put America First. 

Americanism, not globalism, will be our credo. As long as we are led by politicians who will not put America First, then 

we can be assured that other nations will not treat America with respect, the respect we deserve. 

The American People will come first once again. My plan will begin with safety at home – which means safe 

neighborhoods, secure borders, and protection from terrorism. There can be no prosperity without law and order. On 

the economy, I will outline reforms to add millions of new jobs and trillions in new wealth that can be used to rebuild 

America. 

A number of these reforms that I will outline tonight will be opposed by some of our nation’s most powerful special 

interests. That is because these interests have rigged our political and economic system for their exclusive benefit. 

Believe me, it’s for their benefit. 

Big business, elite media and major donors are lining up behind the campaign of my opponent because they know she 

will keep our rigged system in place. They are throwing money at her because they have total control over every 

single thing she does. She is their puppet, and they pull the strings. 
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That is why Hillary Clinton’s message is that things will never change...never ever. My message is that things have to 

change – and they have to change right now. Every day I wake up determined to deliver for the people I have met all 

across this nation that have been neglected, ignored, and abandoned. 

I have visited the laid-off factory workers, and the communities crushed by our horrible and unfair trade deals. These 

are the forgotten men and women of our country. And they are forgotten, but they’re not going to be forgotten long. 

People who work hard but no longer have a voice. 

I am your voice! 

I have embraced crying mothers who have lost their children because our politicians put their personal agendas 

before the national good. 

[disruption in the audience] 

How great are our police? And how great is Cleveland? 

I have no patience for injustice, no tolerance for government incompetence, no sympathy for leaders who fail their 

citizens. 

When innocent people suffer, because our political system lacks the will, or the courage, or the basic decency to 

enforce our laws – or still worse still, has sold out to some corporate lobbyist for cash – I am not able to look the 

other way, and I won’t look the other way. 

And when a Secretary of State illegally stores her emails on a private server, deletes 33,000 of them so the authorities 

can’t see her crime, puts our country at risk, lies about it in every different form and faces no consequence – I know 

that corruption has reached a level like never ever before in our country. 

When the FBI Director says that the Secretary of State was “extremely careless” and “negligent,” in handling our 

classified secrets, I also know that these terms are minor compared to what she actually did. They were just used to 

save her from facing justice for her terrible terrible crimes. 

In fact, her single greatest accomplishment may be committing such an egregious crime and getting away with it – 

especially when others who have done far less, have paid so dearly. When that same Secretary of State rakes in 

millions and millions of dollars trading access and favors to special interests and foreign powers, I know the time for 

action has come. 

I have joined the political arena so that the powerful can no longer beat up on people that cannot defend themselves. 

Nobody knows the system better than me, which is why I alone can fix it. I have seen firsthand how the system is 

rigged against our citizens, just like it was rigged against Bernie Sanders – he never had a chance. 
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But his supporters will join our movement, because we will fix his biggest single issue: trade deals that strip us of our 

jobs, and strip us of our wealth as a country. Millions of Democrats will join our movement because we are going to 

fix the system so it works justly for each and every American. In this cause, I am proud to have at my side the next 

Vice President of the United States: Governor Mike Pence of Indiana. And a great guy. 

We will bring the same economic success to America that Mike brought to Indiana, which is amazing. He is a man of 

character and accomplishment. He is the man for the job. The first task for our new Administration will be to liberate 

our citizens from the crime and terrorism and lawlessness that threatens their communities. 

America was shocked to its core when our police officers in Dallas were so brutally executed. In the days after Dallas, 

we have seen continued threats and violence against our law enforcement officials. Law officers have been shot or 

killed in recent days in Georgia, Missouri, Wisconsin, Kansas, Michigan and Tennessee. 

On Sunday, more police were gunned down in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Three were killed, and three were very very 

badly injured. An attack on law enforcement is an attack on all Americans. I have a message to every last person 

threatening the peace on our streets and the safety of our police: when I take the oath of office next year, I will 

restore law and order to our country. Believe me, believe me. 

I will work with, and appoint, the best and prosecutors and law enforcement officials to get the job properly done. In 

this race for the White House, I am the law and order candidate. 

The irresponsible rhetoric of our President, who has used the pulpit of the presidency to divide us by race and color, 

has made America a more dangerous environment for everyone than frankly I have ever seen and anybody in this 

room has ever watched or seen. 

This Administration has failed America’s inner cities. Remember: it has failed America’s inner cities. It’s failed them on 

education. It’s failed them on jobs. It’s failed them on crime. It’s failed them at every level. 

When I am President, I will work to ensure that all of our kids are treated equally, and protected equally. 

Every action I take, I will ask myself: does this make better for young Americans in Baltimore, in Chicago, in Detroit, in 

Ferguson who have as much of a right to live out their dreams as any other child America? Any other child. 

To make life safe in America, we must also address the growing threats we face from outside the country: We are 

going to defeat the barbarians of ISIS, and we are going to defeat them fast. 

Once again, France is the victim of brutal Islamic terrorism. Men, women and children viciously mowed down. Lives 

ruined. Families ripped apart. A nation in mourning. 

The damage and devastation that can be inflicted by Islamic radicals has been proven over and over – at the World 

Trade Center, at an office party in San Bernardino, at the Boston Marathon, and a military recruiting center in 

Chattanooga, Tennessee. And many, many other locations. 
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Only weeks ago, in Orlando, Florida, 49 wonderful Americans were savagely murdered by an Islamic terrorist. This 

time, the terrorist targeted LGBTQ community – no good and we’re going to stop it. 

As your President, I will do everything in my power to protect our LGBTQ citizens from the violence and oppression of 

a hateful foreign ideology – I me. 

And as a Republican, it is so nice to hear you cheering for what I just said. Thank you. 

To protect us from terrorism, we need to focus on three things. 

We must have the best intelligence gathering operation in the world. We must abandon the failed policy of nation 

building and regime change that Hillary Clinton pushed in Iraq, Libya, Egypt and Syria. Instead, we must work with all 

of our allies who share our goal of destroying ISIS and stamping out Islamic terrorism and doing it now, doing it 

quickly. We’re going to win. We’re going to win fast. 

This includes working with our greatest ally in the region, the State of Israel. 

Recently I have said that NATO was obsolete, because it did not properly cover terror, and also, that many of the 

member countries were not paying their fair share. As usual, the United States has been picking up the cost. Shortly 

thereafter, it was announced that NATO will be setting up a new program in order to combat terrorism – a true step 

in the right direction. 

Lastly, and very importantly, we must immediately suspend immigration from any nation that has been compromised 

by terrorism until such time as proven vetting mechanisms have been put in place. We don’t want them in our 

country. 

My opponent has called for a radical 550% increase in Syrian – Think of this. Think of this. This is not believable, but 

this is what’s happening – refugees on top of existing massive refugee flows coming into our country under President 

Obama. She proposes this despite the fact that there’s no way to screen these refugees in order to find out who they 

are or where they come from. 

I only want to admit individuals into our country who will support our values and love our people. Anyone who 

endorses violence, hatred or oppression is not welcome in our country and never ever will be. 

Decades of record immigration have produced lower wages and higher unemployment for our citizens, especially for 

African-American and Latino workers. We are going to have an immigration system that works, but one that works for 

the American people. 

On Monday, we heard from three parents whose children were killed by illegal immigrants Mary Ann Mendoza, 

Sabine Durden, and my friend Jamiel Shaw. They are just three brave representatives of many thousands who have 

suffered so gravely. Of all my travels in this country, nothing has affected me more deeply than the time I have spent 
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with the mothers and fathers who have lost their children to violence spilling across our border, which we can solve. 

We have to solve it. 

These families have no special interests to represent them. There are no demonstrators to protest on their behalf. My 

opponent will never meet with them, or share in their pain, believe me. Instead, my opponent wants Sanctuary Cities. 

But where was sanctuary for Kate Steinle? Where was Sanctuary for the children of Mary Ann, and Sabine, and 

Jamiel? Where was sanctuary for all the other – oh, it is so sad to even be talking about it because we can fix this 

problem so quickly – Americans who have been so brutally murdered, and who have suffered so so horribly? 

These wounded American families have been alone. But they are alone no longer. Tonight, this candidate and the 

whole nation stand in their corner to support them, to send them our love, and to pledge in their honor that we will 

save countless more families from suffering and the same awful fate. 

We are going to build a great border wall to stop illegal immigration, to stop the gangs and the violence, and to stop 

the drugs from pouring into our communities. I have been honored to receive the endorsement of America’s Border 

Patrol Agents, and will work directly with them to protect the integrity of our lawful, lawful, lawful immigration 

system. Lawful. 

By ending catch-and-release on the border, we will stop the cycle of human smuggling and violence. Illegal border 

crossings will go down. We will stop it. It won’t be happening very much anymore. Believe me. Peace will be restored. 

By enforcing the rules for the millions who overstay their visas, our laws will finally receive the respect they deserve. 

Tonight, I want every American whose demands for immigration security have been denied – and every politician who 

has denied them – to listen very very closely to the words I am about to say. 

On January 20th of 2017, the day I take the oath of office, Americans will finally wake up in a country where the laws 

of the United States are enforced. We are going to be considerate and compassionate to everyone. 

But my greatest compassion will be for our own struggling citizens. 

U.S.A.! U.S.A.! U.S.A.! 

My plan is the exact opposite of the radical and dangerous immigration policy of Hillary Clinton. Americans want relief 

from uncontrolled immigration. Communities want relief. 

Yet Hillary Clinton is proposing mass amnesty, mass immigration, and mass lawlessness. Her plan will overwhelm your 

schools and hospitals, further reduce your jobs and wages, and make it harder for recent immigrants to escape the 

tremendous cycle of poverty that they’re going through right now and make it almost impossible to join the middle 

class. 
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I have a different vision for our workers. It begins with a new, fair trade policy that protects our jobs and stands up to 

countries that cheat, of which there are many. It’s been a signature message of my campaign from day one, and it will 

be a signature feature of my presidency from the moment I take the oath of office. 

I have made billions of dollars in business making deals – now I’m going to make our country rich again. Using the 

richest people in the world, which our country has, I am going to turn our bad trade agreements into great trade 

agreements. America has lost nearly-one third of its manufacturing jobs since 1997, following the enactment of 

disastrous trade deals supported by Bill and Hillary Clinton. 

Remember, it was Bill Clinton who signed NAFTA, one of the worst economic deals ever made by our country – or, 

frankly, any other country. 

Never, ever again. 

I am going to bring our jobs back to Ohio and Pennsylvania and New York and Michigan and all of America – and I am 

not going to let companies move to other countries, firing their employees along the way, without consequences. Not 

going to happen anymore. 

My opponent, on the other hand, has supported virtually every trade agreement that has been destroying our middle 

class. She supported NAFTA, and she supported China’s entrance into the World Trade Organization – another one of 

her husband’s colossal mistakes and disasters. 

She supported the job killing trade deal with South Korea. She has supported the Trans-Pacific Partnership. The TPP 

will not only destroy our manufacturing, but it will make America subject to the rulings of foreign governments. And 

it’s not going to happen. I pledge to never sign any trade agreement that hurts our workers, or that diminishes our 

freedom and independence. I will never, ever sign bad trade deals. America fist, again! America first! Instead, I will 

make individual deals with individual countries. 

No longer will we enter into these massive transactions, with many countries, that are thousands of pages long – and 

which no one from our country even reads or understands. We are going to enforce all trade violations against any 

country including through the use of taxes and tariffs, against any country that cheats. 

This includes stopping China’s outrageous theft of intellectual property, along with their illegal product dumping, and 

their devastating currency manipulation. They are the greatest that ever came about; they are the greatest currency 

manipulators ever! Our horrible trade agreements with China and many others, will be totally renegotiated. That 

includes renegotiating NAFTA to get a much better deal for America – and we’ll walk away if we don’t get the deal 

that we want. 

We are going to start building and making things again. 

Next comes the reform of our tax laws, regulations and energy rules. While Hillary Clinton plans a massive – and I 

mean massive – tax increase, I have proposed the largest tax reduction of any candidate who has declared for the 
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presidential race this year – Democrat or Republican. Middle-income Americans and businesses will experience 

profound relief, and taxes will be greatly simplified for everyone, and I mean everyone. 

America is one of the highest-taxed nations in the world. Reducing taxes will cause new companies and new jobs to 

come roaring back into our country. Believe me, it will happen, and it will happen fast. Then we are going to deal with 

the issue of regulation, one of the greatest job-killers of them all. Excessive regulation is costing our country as much 

as $2 trillion a year, and we will end it very very quickly. We are going to lift the restrictions on the production of 

American energy. This will produce more than $20 trillion in job creating economic activity over the next four 

decades. 

My opponent, on the other hand, wants to put the great miners and steel workers of our country out of work and out 

of business – that will never happen with Donald Trump as President. Our steelworkers and our miners are going back 

to work again. With these new economic policies, trillions of dollars will start flowing into our country. 

This new wealth will improve the quality of life for all Americans – We will build the roads, highways, bridges, tunnels, 

airports, and the railways of tomorrow. This, in turn, will create millions more jobs. We will rescue kids from failing 

schools by helping their parents send them to a safe school of their choice. 

My opponent would rather protect bureaucrats than serve American children. And that’s what she’s doing, and that’s 

what she’s done. We will repeal and replace disastrous Obamacare. You will be able to choose your own doctor again. 

And we will fix TSA at the airports which is a total disaster! 

Thank you. Thank you. 

We are going to work with all of our students who are drowning in debt to take the pressure off these young people 

just starting out their adult lives. 

We will completely rebuild our depleted military, and the countries that we protect, at a massive loss, will be asked to 

pay their fair share. 

We will take care of our great veterans like they have never been taken care of before. My just-released Ten Point 

Plan has received tremendous veteran support. We will guarantee those who serve this country will be able to visit 

the doctor or hospital of their choice without waiting five days in line and dying. 

My opponent dismissed the VA scandal as being not widespread – one more sign of how out of touch she really is. We 

are going to ask every Department Head in government to provide a list of wasteful spending projects that we can 

eliminate in my first 100 days. The politicians have talked about it, I’m going to do it. 

We are also going to appoint justices to the United States Supreme Court who will uphold our laws and our 

Constitution. 
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The replacement for our beloved Justice Scalia will be a person of similar views and judicial philosophies. Very 

important. This will be one of the most important issues decided by this election. My opponent wants to essentially 

abolish the 2nd amendment. I, on the other hand, received the early and strong endorsement of the National Rifle 

Association and will protect the right of all Americans to keep their families safe. 

At this moment, I would like to thank the evangelical and religious community because I’ll tell you what, the support 

they have given me, and I’m not sure I totally deserve it has been so amazing and has had such a big reason for me 

being here tonight. So true. They have so much to contribute to our politics, yet our laws prevent you from speaking 

your minds from your own pulpits. An amendment, pushed by Lyndon Johnson, many years ago, threatens religious 

institutions with a loss of their tax-exempt status if they openly advocate their political views. Their voice has been 

taken away. 

I am going to work very hard to repeal that language and protect free speech for all Americans. We can accomplish 

these great things, and so much else – all we need to do is start believing in ourselves and in our country again. Start 

believing. It is time to show the whole world that America Is Back – bigger, and better and stronger than ever before. 

In this journey, I’m so lucky to have at my side my wife Melania and my wonderful children, Don, Ivanka, Eric, Tiffany, 

and Barron: you will always be my greatest source of pride and joy. And by the way, Melania and Ivanka – did they do 

a job? My Dad, Fred Trump, was the smartest and hardest working man I ever knew. I wonder sometimes what he’d 

say if he were here to see this and to see me tonight. 

It’s because of him that I learned, from my youngest age, to respect the dignity of work and the dignity of working 

people. He was a guy most comfortable in the company of bricklayers, carpenters, and electricians and I have a lot of 

that in me also. I love those people. 

Then there’s my mother, Mary. She was strong, but also warm and fair-minded. She was a truly great mother. She 

was also one of the most honest and charitable people I have ever known, and a great judge of character. She could 

pick ‘em out from anywhere. 

To my sisters Mary Anne and Elizabeth, my brother Robert and my late brother Fred, I will always give you my love 

you are most special to me. I have loved my life in business. 

But now, my sole and exclusive mission is to go to work for our country – to go to work for all of you. It’s time to 

deliver a victory for the American people. We don’t win anymore, but we are going to start winning again. But to do 

that, we must break free from the petty politics of the past. 

America is a nation of believers, dreamers, and strivers that is being led by a group of censors, critics, and cynics. 

Remember: All of the people telling you that you can’t have the country you want, are the same people that wouldn’t 

stand – I mean, they said Trump doesn’t have a chance of being here tonight. Not a chance! The same people. Oh, we 

love defeating those people, don’t we? Love it, love it, love it. No longer can we rely on those same people in politics 
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and in the media, who will say anything to keep a rigged system in place. Instead, we must choose to Believe In 

America. 

History is watching us now. 

It’s waiting to see if we will rise to the occasion, and if we will show the whole world that America is still free and 

independent and strong. I’m asking for your support tonight so that I can be your champion in the White House. 

My opponent asks her supporters to recite a three-word loyalty pledge. It reads: “I’m With Her”. I choose to recite a 

different pledge. 

My pledge reads: “I’M WITH YOU – THE AMERICAN PEOPLE.” 

I am your voice. 

So to every parent who dreams for their child, and every child who dreams for their future, I say these words to you 

tonight: I’m With You, and I will fight for you, and I will win for you. 

To all Americans tonight, in all our cities and towns, I make this promise: 

We Will Make America Strong Again. 

We Will Make America Proud Again. 

We Will Make America Safe Again. 

And We Will Make America Great Again. 

God bless you, and good night! I love you! 
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WORD CLOUDS from SPEECHES  

 

 

Jimmy Carter 

 

Gerald Ford 
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Hillary Clinton 

 

 

Donald Trump 
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EVALUATION FORM STAFF DEVELOPMENT 
 
 
 

PRESENTER _______________________________   TOPIC __________________________________ 
 
DATE(S) _________________________________     SESSION # _______________________________ 
 
PLEASE INDICATE THE NUMBER FOR EACH STATEMENT BELOW WHICH MOST ACCURATELY                    
REFLECTS YOUR OPINION.  PLEASE GIVE US YOUR INPUT SO THAT WE MAY BETTER SERVE YOU IN THE 
FUTURE. 
 

1)  STRONGLY DISAGREE 2)  DISAGREE 3)  AGREE 4)  STRONGLY AGREE 
 
_______  1. The staff development goals were clearly identified and accomplished 
 
_______  2. The Staff Development was well organized, well presented and conducted. 
 
_______  3. The Staff Development CONTENT is important to improve student outcomes. 
 
_______  4. The Staff Development CONTENT will be useful as I perform my teaching duties. 
 
_______  5. The Staff Development materials were releant, appropriate and well organized. 
 
_______  6. The training facilities provided an appropriate environment for learning. 
 
Please write a brief comment for each of the following questions. 
 

1. How will this training affect student learning? 
 
 
 
 

2. What follow up assistance is needed in this area? 
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