
Grade 9 Inquiry with Library of Congress Resources Hub America, the Media, and WW1 
Inquiry by Dana Wright and Kathy Marshall

How did media influence 
America's decision to enter WWI?

Flagg, J. M. (1917) Wake up America! Civilization calls every man, woman and child! / James Montgomery Flagg. N.Y.: The
Hegeman Print. [Image] Retrieved from the Library of Congress, https://www.loc.gov/item/91726511/.

Supporting Questions

What were the relationships between the nations in 1914? OR What were some of
the similarities between the US and the European nations already at war?

1.

What were some of the reasons American’s wanted to remain neutral in the early
days of WWI?

2.

1

What events caused tensions to rise and America to decide to join the side of the
Allied Powers?

3.

Developed as a final project for the Designing C3 Developed as a final project for the Designing C3 Inquiries with Library of Congress Political Cartoons professional development course conducted by 
the Library of Congress Teaching with Primary Sources (TPS) Program at Waynesburg University (http://tps.waynesburg.edu). 

Waynesburg University (http://tps.waynesburg.edu). 

https://www.loc.gov/item/91726511/.
http://tps.waynesburg.edu


Grade 9 Inquiry with Library of Congress Resources Hub America, the Media, and WW1 
Inquiry by Dana Wright and Kathy Marshall

How did media influence America's decision to enter WWI?

Inquiry Standard

World History Standards 3,4,1Ohio Modern 2

Library Guidelines: Benchmark A, C, E

Writing Standard 6, 7,8 and 9

Staging the
Compelling
Question

Students will analyze the James Montgomery Flagg’s Call to Arms Poster, Wake up America!
using the Library of Congress primary source Analysis Tool
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/primary-source-analysi..

Supporting Question
1

Supporting Question 2 Supporting Question 3

What were the
relationships between
the nations in 1914?
OR What were some of
the similarities
between the US and
the European nations
already at war?

What were some of the
reasons American’s
wanted to remain neutral
in the early days of
WWI?

What events caused tensions to rise and America to decide
to join the side of the Allied Powers?

Formative
Performance Task

Formative Performance
Task

Formative Performance Task

Complete a concept
map showing the
relationships between
the US and European
nations at the
beginning of WWI.

Analyze documents using
the Library of Congress
analysis tool for sheet
music.
http://tinyurl.com/TPS-
C3-2016

Use  the SCIM-C analysis tool
(https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gj0TApbhDnXS01..
 to make a claim with evidence about the events that
caused tensions to raise between the US and the Central
Powers leading the US to declare war. Choose one source
per student group.  Students will share findings with the
class.

Featured Sources Featured Sources Featured Sources

Source A: "More
Precious Than Peace"

Source A: I didn't raise
my boy to be a soldier.
Source B: Neutrality Rag

Source A: Conspiracy Against United States Has Failed
Source B: Sinking the Lusitania Washington Times Article
Source C: Watch Your Step Source D: Is it really getting on
his nerves? Source E: SCIM-C Analysis Tool Worksheets

Summative
Performance Task

ARGUMENT
Using the evidence gathered through your analysis of your source documents write a response
to the compelling questions “How did Media influence America’s decision to enter World War I?”

EXTENSION
Students will create a digital poster showing examples of media images of that reflect an
understanding of the events that led to America’s decision to enter WWI.

Taking Informed
Action

UNDERSTAND
Identify current conflicts on the world stage in which American allies are involved.

ASSESS
What are our responsibilities when our friends are under attack?

ACTION
Find or write a song that expresses your beliefs regarding America’s role in world conflicts.
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Staging the Compelling Question
Featured Source A Wake Up America

Flagg, J. M. (1917) Wake up America! Civilization calls every man, woman and child! / James Montgomery Flagg. N.Y.: The
Hegeman Print. [Image] Retrieved from the Library of Congress, https://www.loc.gov/item/91726511/.
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Supporting Question 1
Supporting
Question

What were the relationships between the nations in 1914? OR What were some of the
similarities between the US and the European nations already at war?

Formative
Performance Task

Complete a concept map showing the relationships between the US and European nations at the
beginning of WWI.

Featured Source Source A: "More Precious Than Peace"
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The early 20th century is portrayed as the era of American isolationism, and the United States’ offi cial policy
of neutrality for most of World War I is frequently attributed to the country’s economic interests and
substantial population of European immigrants. However, German submarine warfare from 1915-1917
endangered American trade, incited public outrage, and created enemies in both major political parties. Why,
then, was US entry into the war delayed so extensively? This paper examines the diplomacy of President
Woodrow Wilson in the context of ongoing U-boat warfare and critiques his attempt to balance his personal
vision of peace with his public responsibility to defend American interests from German aggression.

SSoouurrccee::
Gwin, M. E. (summer 2016). More Precious Than Peace. Vanderbilt Historical Review, 33-38. Retrieved

January 4, 2017, from http://vanderbilthistoricalreview.com/wp-content/u..

Supporting Question 2
Supporting
Question

What were some of the reasons American’s wanted to remain neutral in the early days of WWI?

Formative
Performance Task

Analyze documents using the Library of Congress analysis tool for sheet music.
http://tinyurl.com/TPS-C3-2016

Featured Sources Source A: I didn't raise my boy to be a soldier.
Source B: Neutrality Rag

Supporting Question 3
Supporting
Question

What events caused tensions to rise and America to decide to join the side of the Allied Powers?

Formative
Performance Task

Use  the SCIM-C analysis tool https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gj0TApbhDnXS01..   to 
make a claim with evidence about the events that caused tensions to raise between the US and 
the Central Powers leading the US to declare war. Choose one source per student group. 
 Students will share findings with the class.

Featured Sources

Source A: Conspiracy Against United States Has Failed
Source B: Sinking the Lusitania Washington Times Article
Source C: Watch Your Step
Source D: Is it really getting on his nerves?
Source E: SCIM-C Analysis Tool Worksheets
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Supporting Question 2
Featured Source A I didn't raise my boy to be a soldier.

Piantadosi, A. & Bryan, A. (1915) I Didn't Raise My Boy to Be a Soldier. [Leo Feist, New York, monographic] [Notated Music]
Retrieved from the Library of Congress, https://www.loc.gov/item/2002600251/.
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Piantadosi, A. & Bryan, A. (1915) I Didn't Raise My Boy to Be a Soldier. [Leo Feist, New York, monographic] [Notated Music]
Retrieved from the Library of Congress, https://www.loc.gov/item/2002600251/.
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Piantadosi, A. & Bryan, A. (1915) I Didn't Raise My Boy to Be a Soldier. [Leo Feist, New York, monographic] [Notated Music]
Retrieved from the Library of Congress, https://www.loc.gov/item/2002600251/.
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Piantadosi, A. & Bryan, A. (1915) I Didn't Raise My Boy to Be a Soldier. [Leo Feist, New York, monographic] [Notated Music]
Retrieved from the Library of Congress, https://www.loc.gov/item/2002600251/.
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Piantadosi, A. & Bryan, A. (1915) I Didn't Raise My Boy to Be a Soldier. [Leo Feist, New York, monographic] [Notated Music]
Retrieved from the Library of Congress, https://www.loc.gov/item/2002600251/.
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Piantadosi, A. & Bryan, A. (1915) I Didn't Raise My Boy to Be a Soldier. [Leo Feist, New York, monographic] [Notated Music]
Retrieved from the Library of Congress, https://www.loc.gov/item/2002600251/.
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Supporting Question 2
Featured Source B Neutrality Rag

Frost, J. & White, J. (1915) Neutrality Rag. [, monographic. Frank K. Root & Co.,, Chicago:] [Notated Music] Retrieved from the
Library of Congress, https://www.loc.gov/item/2013566254/.
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Frost, J. & White, J. (1915) Neutrality Rag. [, monographic. Frank K. Root & Co.,, Chicago:] [Notated Music] Retrieved from the
Library of Congress, https://www.loc.gov/item/2013566254/.
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Frost, J. & White, J. (1915) Neutrality Rag. [, monographic. Frank K. Root & Co.,, Chicago:] [Notated Music] Retrieved from the
Library of Congress, https://www.loc.gov/item/2013566254/.
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Frost, J. & White, J. (1915) Neutrality Rag. [, monographic. Frank K. Root & Co.,, Chicago:] [Notated Music] Retrieved from the
Library of Congress, https://www.loc.gov/item/2013566254/.
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Frost, J. & White, J. (1915) Neutrality Rag. [, monographic. Frank K. Root & Co.,, Chicago:] [Notated Music] Retrieved from the
Library of Congress, https://www.loc.gov/item/2013566254/.
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Frost, J. & White, J. (1915) Neutrality Rag. [, monographic. Frank K. Root & Co.,, Chicago:] [Notated Music] Retrieved from the
Library of Congress, https://www.loc.gov/item/2013566254/.
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Supporting Question 3
Supporting
Question

What events caused tensions to rise and America to decide to join the side of the Allied Powers?

Formative
Performance Task

Use  the SCIM-C analysis tool https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gj0TApbhDnXS01..   to 
make a claim with evidence about the events that caused tensions to raise between the US and 
the Central Powers leading the US to declare war. Choose one source per student group. 
 Students will share findings with the class.

Featured Sources

Source A: Conspiracy Against United States Has Failed
Source B: Sinking the Lusitania Washington Times Article
Source C: Watch Your Step
Source D: Is it really getting on his nerves?
Source E: SCIM-C Analysis Tool Worksheets
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Supporting Question 3
Featured Source A Conspiracy Against United States Has Failed

The Bemidji daily pioneer. (Bemidji, Minn.), 01 March 1917. Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. Lib. of
Congress. <http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn86063381/..>
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Supporting Question 3
Featured Source B Sinking the Lusitania Washington Times Article

The Washington times. (Washington [D.C.]), 08 May 1915. Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. Lib. of
Congress. <http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026749/..>
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Supporting Question 3
Featured Source C Watch Your Step

Rogers, W. A. (1914) Watch Your Step. [?] [Image] Retrieved from the Library of Congress,
https://www.loc.gov/item/2010718780/.
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Supporting Question 3
Featured Source D Is it really getting on his nerves?

Gibson, C. D. (1917) Is it really getting on his nerves? / C. D. Gibson. [Image] Retrieved from the Library of Congress,
https://www.loc.gov/item/2012648173/.
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Summative Performance Task
Compelling
Question How did media influence America's decision to enter WWI?

Argument
Using the evidence gathered through your analysis of your source documents write a response
to the compelling questions “How did Media influence America’s decision to enter World War I?”

Extension
Students will create a digital poster showing examples of media images of that reflect an
understanding of the events that led to America’s decision to enter WWI.

22

Taking Informed Action
Understand Identify current conflicts on the world stage in which American allies are involved.

Assess What are our responsibilities when our friends are under attack?

Action Find or write a song that expresses your beliefs regarding America’s role in world conflicts.
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