
 

 

Book Backdrops: 

Connecting Literature and Primary Sources 

 

Name: Laurelin Smith  

Email: laurelin.smith@gmail.com  
 

 

Cover Image 

 
  

Title:  Mr. Lincoln’s Boys 

 

Author:   Staton Rabin 

 

Grade Level(s): 2-6 

 

Topic/Theme: The lives of Abraham Lincoln’s sons, Willie and Tad, 

and the mischief they caused at the White House. 

 

Setting and Time Period:  Washington, D.C. during the Civil War.     

       

Subjects:  Abraham Lincoln, Civil War, Tad and Willie Lincoln 
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Publication Information 

URL 

Book Notes 

 
 

Title: Abraham Lincoln at Home 

Photographer: Whipple, John Adams 

Date Created/Published: 1860, c1865 

URL: http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/ppmsca.23724 

 

Book Notes: Abraham Lincoln’s family home prior to moving to 

White House 

 

 
 

Title: Honest old Abe: song & chorus words by D. Wentworth, Esq.; 

music by a Wide Awake. 

Composer: Wide Awake  
Lyricist: Wentworth, D. 

Date Created/Published: c1860 Buffalo, New York, Blodgett & 

Bradford 

URL: http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.rbc/lprbscsm.scsm0201 

 

Book Notes: The boys sing a song with their father; this is a sample of 

a song that may have been sung. 

mailto:laurelin.smith@gmail.com
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/ppmsca.23724
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/S?ammem/scsmbib:@FIELD(AUTHOR+@od1(+wide+awake+))
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/S?ammem/scsmbib:@FIELD(AUTHOR+@od1(+wentworth,+d++))
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.rbc/lprbscsm.scsm0201


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Title: Abraham Lincoln, seated and holding a book, with his son Tad 

(Thomas) leaning on a table 

Photographer: Gardner, Alexander 

Date Created/Published: February 5, 1865  

URL: http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/cph9172/ 

 

Book Notes: The story is primarily focused on Tad and his brother 

Willie.  This is a photo of Tad with his father.  

 
 

Title: Kelly & Sons portrait of Abraham Lincoln and his family 

Creator: Kelly & Sons 

Date Created/Published: n.d.New York 

URL: http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.rbc/lprbscsm.scsm0687 

 

Book Notes: This photo includes both Tad and Willie Lincoln. 

 

 

Title: Interview with Fountain Hughes, Baltimore, Maryland, June 11, 

1949 

Interviewee: Hughes, Fountain 

Interviewer: Norwood, Hermond 

Date Created/Published: June 11, 1949 CE 

URL: http://www.wdl.org/en/item/110/#item_type=sound-

recording&search_page=1&view_type=gallery 

 

Book Notes: Slave discussing his experiences.   

 

 
 

Title: Emancipation / Th. Nast ; King & Baird, printers, 607 Sansom 

Street, Philadelphia 

Engraver: King & Baird 

Date Created/Published: Published by S. Bott, no. 43 South Third 

Street, Philadelphia, Penna., c1865. 

URL: http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2004665360/ 

 

Book Notes: Print depicting various scenes relating to emancipation 

and slavery during Civil War. 
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