
Professional Development Activity  

"Primary Sources & Getting Familiar with the Library of Congress" 

Sandy Woolfolk, Media Specialist, Cambridge South-Dorchester High School 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Audience   

 Social Studies teachers 

  Grades 9 - 12. 

 

Goal / Topic / Big Idea 

 To demonstrate multitude of resources, specifically primary sources, available through 

LOC web site as well as reviewing how primary sources enhance curriculum and learning 

experience and outcomes for students. 

 

Essential / Investigative Question 

 

 How can primary sources help teachers and students make connections, support inquiry 

learning and enhance lesson plans within the common core curriculum? 

 How can teachers  

 

Objectives:   

 Review Primary Sources/Secondary Sources and learn how to use Primary Sources to 

enhance lesson plans. 

 Become familiar with the Library of Congress web site and its primary sources 

 Construct lesson plans using primary sources and http://www.loc.gov web site 

 

Common Core State Standards 

 Students will examine significant ideas, beliefs and themes; organize patterns and events; 

analyze how individuals and societies have changed over time in Maryland and the 

United States.   

 Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse formats and media, including visually 

and quantitatively, as well as in words. 

 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.  

 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection and 

research.  

 

Brief description of procedure 

 I would use a prezi presentation to organize my professional development workshop in 

order to maintain continual flow and post all activities, primary sources, and links to 

make sure every aspect is covered and to stay on track.   

 Please see Prezi Presentation at:  
http://prezi.com/q8cckadllq0z/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy  

 

  

 

http://prezi.com/q8cckadllq0z/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy


Projected timeline for implementation 

 Professional development will take place during one 1/2 day session. 

  

 

 

Thumbnail Image Title, Creator, Date Persistent URL 

 

Title: Firemen searching for 

bodies  

 

Date Created/Published: 1911 

March 26. 

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/200

2709199/  

 Newspaper Article - The 

Washington Herald- March 

26, 1911 - "142 Die When 

Shirtwaist Factory Burns" 

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn

/sn83045433/1911-03-26/ed-1/seq-1/ 

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2002709199/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2002709199/
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045433/1911-03-26/ed-1/seq-1/
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045433/1911-03-26/ed-1/seq-1/
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