
1

A Library of Congress Primary Source Starter

Interview with Fountain Hughes

Quick and easy activity ideas to start using Library of Congress primary sources in the classroom

Teacher Instructions

Goal
Students can think critically about what can be learned from a person’s own account of historical events, and 
about the differences between oral histories and other ways of exploring history.

Background
A voice from the past can make long-ago events seem like they happened yesterday. 

At the end of the Civil War, over four million enslaved Americans gained their freedom. Today, we can still hear 
26 of them speak to us in their own words, with their own voices. 

In the middle of the 20th century, African Americans who had endured life under slavery told their stories in 
personal interviews, or oral histories, that were recorded and are now available on the Web site of the Library 
of Congress. 

Fountain Hughes of Baltimore was interviewed in 1949, when he was 101 years old, 84 years after emancipation. 
Even at the distance of many decades, Hughes provides vivid details of the brutality the slave regime and the daily 
struggles of enslaved people.

Activities
Teachers can have students:
•	 Listen to the interview with Fountain Hughes, particular the sections describing slavery and the period following 

emancipation
•	 Read the transcript of the interview. How does listening to Fountain Hughes tell his story have a different impact 

from reading it?
•	 Speculate about the point of view and the purpose of the people involved in making this recording
Ask themselves:
•	 What do you think Fountain Hughes hoped to accomplish by telling his story? 
•	 What do you think the interviewer hoped to accompish by making the recording?
•	 Do you feel they accomplished their goals?

For more information and more interviews:
Voices from the Days of Slavery: Former Slaves Tell Their Stories
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/voices/index.html
For more classroom materials and other teacher resources from the Library of Congress, visit loc.gov/teachers

Primary Source

Interview with Fountain Hughes
Fountain Hughes interviewed by Herman Norwood. June, 1949. From Library of Congress: 
American Folklife Center.
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.afc/afc9999001.9990a

loc.gov/teachers
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