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The growth of the American church in the eighteenth century can be illustrated by changes
in city skylines over the course of the century. These two views of New York City in 1730
and 1771 display the increased number of the city's churches. Clearly discernible in the
1730 engraving are (from left to right) the spires of Trinity Church (Anglican), the Lutheran
Church, the "new" Dutch Reformed Church, the French Protestant Church (Huguenots), City
Hall, the "old" Dutch Reformed Church, the Secretary's Office and the church in Fort
George.

Introduction:

In the late 1600s, England had a complete change of thinking when the Church of England
became the established religion. The order of worship led some worshipers to complacency,
and they sought other ways to keep alive spiritually, including worshipping with emotion.
Religious groups and denomiations outside of the Church of England were supppressed.
After decades of this status quo, the Wesley Brothers Charles and John, and George
Whitefield, began to preach with fervor first in England, then in the colonies of America.
There are several ways the Great Awakening led to the American Revolution. The first is
that the preachers were boldly proclaiming the Word of God, and being open to changes, in
preaching style and location.

Other ways the Great Awakening brought forth the American Revolution includes:

The first event all the colonies experienced together-started in New England, and during the
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course of the Awakening, missionaries were sent to the South.
Humbler colonists began to question betters and grew to not respect them.

Path to God was from God to ruler to individual, after Great Awakening path was from God
to individual, then to ruler.

Instead of one Church of England, the colonies had many different denominations.

Emphasis was on the personal relationship with God

Guiding Historical Question

Did the Great Awakening of the early 1700s bring about the American Revolution?
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Summary: Preaching in the Field

George Whitefield used this collapsible field pulpit for open-air preaching
because the doors of many churches were closed to him. The first recorded
use of the pulpit was at Moorsfield, England, April 9, 1742, where Whitefield
preached to a crowd estimated at "twenty or thirty thousand people."
Members of the audience who had come to the park for more frivolous
pursuits showered the evangelist with "stones, rotten eggs and pieces of dead cat" Nothing daunted,
and he won many converts. It is estimated that Whitefield preached two thousand sermons from his
field pulpit.
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