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● Library of Congress Teaching with 
Primary Sources Eastern Region at 
Waynesburg University

● Regional Program supports schools, 
universities and cultural institutions to 
prepare teachers to infuse primary 
sources into local classrooms

● Free Online Teacher PD Classes
http://tps.waynesburg.edu

● Brashear High School, Pittsburgh, 
PA 
English 4 Research Project 2016-
2018

1.Overview: Who Are We?

English 4 Research Paper
2016-2018

How do writers, artists, 
scientists, and innovators 
who live and work in 
Pittsburgh impact our
community and society?

Brashear High School
Pittsburgh, PA 
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2. What is a Primary Source?

• Primary Sources are the raw 
materials of history

• Original documents and objects

• Created at the time under study

• Clues for future historians and 
writers who describe the past.

• Examples: Diaries, Letters, 
Photos, Portraits, Murals, 
Statutes, Newspaper Articles, 
Legislation, Court Documents, 
Census Records

Primary Sources Are the Evidence of our Lives
Think • Pair • Share

1. Mentally list your activities for the 
last 24 hours.

2. Identify one activity that produced a 
written or visual record.

3. Describe that record to your 
neighbor.

4. Ask your neighbor to play the role 
of a future historian and explain 
who you are or what your lifestyle 
is like based on the evidence you 
shared.
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3. Finding a primary source
A. Start with a secondary source to gather context and find 

keywords.
● Print Resources in school and neighborhood libraries
● Pittsburgh Public Schools Digital Resources (Subscriptions)

World Book
Contemporary Authors
Historic Black Newspapers

● Wikipedia 

B. Search in Digital Libraries
● Pittsburgh Carnegie Public Library

Biography in Context
Proquest

● Library of Congress
● Congressional Record
● Digital Public Library of America
● Google Newspaper Archives

https://news.google.com/newspapers
1800-Present

Pittsburgh Carnegie Library: Biography in Context
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http://loc.gov

Brashear HS Primary Source Set
http://tinyurl.com/Brashear4
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
http://congress.gov

Building • Monument• Mural • Artifact

August Wilson 
Mural 2014

by Kyle Holbrook 
2037 Centre Ave. 

Pittsburgh PA
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4.  Analyzing a Primary Source

OBSERVE: What do you notice first? What 
people and objects are shown? What are 
the facial expressions? What emotions are 
displayed in the body language? What 
words do you see? What do you see in 
addition to the mural?

REFLECT: What are the people doing in this 
mural? Why is the mural located at this 
place? What kind of place is the location? 
When was it made and what was going on at 
that time? Who do you think was the 
audience? What is the artist's point of view? 
What can you learn from examining this 
mural?

What do you wonder about? Who? What? 
Where? When? Why?

Photo, Print, Drawing

OBSERVE: What do you notice first? What people and objects are shown? What are the 
facial expressions? What emotions are displayed in the body language? What words do 
you see? What do you see in addition to the mural?

Audience Response
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Audience Response

REFLECT: What are the people doing in this mural? Why is the mural located at this place? What 
kind of place is the location? When was it made and what was going on at that time? Who do you 
think was the audience? What is the artist's point of view? What can you learn from examining this 
mural?

Audience Response

What do you wonder about? Who? What? Where? When? Why?
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Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette
09 Oct 2011

5. Generating Questions from a Primary Source

QFT from RQI 

Question 
Formulation 
Technique

Right 
Question 
Institute

Small Group Worksheet
added based on student 

and teacher feedback

August Wilson’s Legacy



11/16/2018

10

5. Generating Questions from a Primary Source

QF:  August Wilson’s Legacy

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Questions

5. Generating Questions from a Primary Source

QF:  August Wilson’s Legacy

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

Questions
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5. Generating Questions from a Primary 
Source

Open vs. Closed Questions
Define a closed question

Define an open question

Change one closed question from list to open

Change one open question from list to closed

5. Generating Questions from a Primary Source

QF:  August Wilson’s Legacy

Priority Questions:

1.

2.

3.
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5. Generating Questions from a Primary Source

QF:  August Wilson’s Legacy

Rationale:

Brashear Student Interview 2016

What worked?

What would 
you change?

Start at 3:27 - Stop at 4:20
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Brashear Teacher Reflections About Adding 
Primary Sources to Research Project 

Makes it personal and real.
Gave students a focus to ask their own questions.
Had been superficial before. This added depth.
Created excitement and a sense of adventure.
Nellie Bly and Rachel Carson had bored students before. 

This year, they inspired students.
Made research relevant.
Made the projects 3D.
Gave students an opportunity to touch and see and feel history in 

their neighborhoods.
Primary sources used in presentations more than in essays.
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