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● What is a Monument?
● Monuments in a Classroom
● Monument Analysis (Audience Response)

● A Work of Art
● A Newspaper Article

● Bradford House Museum Virtual Tour

Today We Will Listen to the Monuments



Books Can Be Written Monuments
Devens, R. M. (1876). Our first 
century: being a popular 
descriptive portraiture of the one 
hundred great and memorable 
events of perpetual interest in the 
history of our country. Springfield, 
Mass.: C.A. Nichols & Co. 
https://lccn.loc.gov/02001698

Chapter XIV The Famous Whiskey 
Insurrection in Western 
Pennsylvania 1794

https://lccn.loc.gov/02001698


Art Can Be a Visual Monument

Primary Source Set Pages 17-18

The Terrible Night. Linocut on Paper. 
http://collection.thewestmoreland.org/Media/images/Collection/JPEG/1984.75.jpg 

John Howard Iams
The Terrible Night, 1794, Not Dated
Linocut on paper, 4 1/4 x 5 3/4 inches
Collection: The Westmoreland Museum of American Art
Gift of Mrs. J. Howard Iams, 1984.75

http://tps.waynesburg.edu/documents/1368-whiskey-rebellion-primary-source-set/file
http://collection.thewestmoreland.org/Media/images/Collection/
http://collection.thewestmoreland.org/Media/images/Collection/JPEG/1984.75.jpg


Words and deeds that were worth publishing 
and preserving in newspapers can be written 
accounts/monuments that honor a person or 
event. http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026271/1794-12-03/ed-1/seq-1/



Historic Sites 
Can Be Physical Monuments

● Gaddis House (Fort Gaddis)

● Miller Homestead

● Woodville Plantation

● Bradford House

● Myrtles Plantation



Breaking Down the Story of the 
Whiskey Rebellion in the Classroom

● The Tax

● The Spark

● The Rebellion

● The Reaction

● Winners



8th Grade Lesson Plan
Student Objectives

1. Analyze primary sources from both
sides of the 1794 excise tax issue.

2. Write an argumentative essay to
support either side of the tax issue.

3. Compare the Oliver Miller
Homestead and Woodville Plantation
historic sites.

4. Create a Google Doc news report
of the incidents of mid-July at the
Miller Homestead and Bower Hill.

http://tps.waynesburg.edu/documents/1370-whiskey-rebellion-agenda-and-lesson-plan/file
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Student Objectives
5. Create an “instrument of

insurrection.”
6. Create a digital timeline of the federal

response to the unrest in Western
Pennsylvania.

7. Create an epitaph for one of the
individuals discussed in the Whiskey
Rebellion

8. Rewrite the textbook description of
the Whiskey Rebellion to more
accurately reflect the primary sources
analyzed.

8th Grade Lesson Plan
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If this monument and the ones that follow could talk 
what would they tell us about David Bradford’s role 

in the Whiskey Rebellion?

The Myrtles Plantation, Saint Francisville LA, 1797
National Register of Historic Places

https://npgallery.nps.gov/NRHP/AssetDetail?assetID=573108e7-e245-43b9-bd20-66ab65e7cc78


Counsel Before the Attack at Gen. 
Neville’s House 1794

Primary Source Set pages 6 and 18 

http://collection.thewestmoreland.org/Media/images/Collection/JPEG/1984.72.jpg

John Howard Iams
Counsel - Before the Attack at General Neville's House, 1794 , Not Dated
Linocut on paper, 4 1/2 x 6 inches
Collection: The Westmoreland Museum of American Art
Gift of Mrs. J. Howard Iams, 1984.72

http://tps.waynesburg.edu/documents/1368-whiskey-rebellion-primary-source-set/file
http://collection.thewestmoreland.org/Obj322?sid=3635&x=331984


Library of Congress Analysis Tool for Prints

OBSERVE (SEE) REFLECT (THINK) QUESTION (WONDER)
• What do you notice first? • What
people and objects are shown? • What is
the physical setting? • What, words do
you see? • What other details can you
see?

What’s happening? • When was it made 
and what was going on at that time? • 
Who do you think was the audience? • 
What is the artist’s point of view? • 
What can you learn from examining this 
image? 

What do you wonder about... who? • 
what? • when? • where? • why? • how?

Library of Congress Analysis Tool for Prints
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/guides.html 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/guides.html


David Bradford’s Letter about Parkinson’s Ferry Meeting

Primary Source Set p. 10-11  Article and Transcript

http://tps.waynesburg.edu/documents/1368-whiskey-rebellion-primary-source-set/file


OBSERVE (SEE) REFLECT (THINK) QUESTION (WONDER)
What do you notice first? 
• What names and places are mentioned? 
• When and where was this published? • 
What words describe the author’s 
feelings?

Why do you think Bradford wrote this? • 
What was his point of view? • Who do 
you think was the audience for this 
item? • Why do you think this item is so 
important? • What can you learn about 
Bradford from examining this?

What do you wonder about... who? • 
what? • when? • where? • why? • how?

Library of Congress 
Analysis Tool for Newspapers

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/guides.html 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/guides.html


Audience Response
OBSERVE: What do you notice first? • What names and places are mentioned? • 
When and where was this published? • What words describe the author’s feelings?



Audience Response
REFLECT: Why do you think Bradford wrote this? • What was his point of view? • 
Who do you think was the audience for this item? • Why do you think this item is so 
important? • What can you learn about Bradford from examining this?



Audience Response



R.M. Devens describes Bradford in 1876

● Chief Desperado
● Chief Agitator
● Bold and unscrupulous
● Led the desperate bands in 

violence to overthrow the 
government

● Mad enthusiasm of the hour
● Bradford fled to Spanish 

territory

WANTED

Primary Source Set page 29

http://tps.waynesburg.edu/documents/1368-whiskey-rebellion-primary-source-set/file


Epitaph by student team GACA 8-208



David Bradford

Here lies David Bradford
Protests and movements were not unheard
Whom did not approve of this whiskey tax

Supported those who marched to stop these acts.
He had just arrived in western PA

And believed that the excise tax wasn’t here to stay.

Epitaph by student team (SADBOTS 8-208)



Epitaph by student team (ZEAL & Faith 8-208)

Albert Gallatin 
1761-1849

Here lies the dead body of Albert Gallatin, a brave man who never 
settled for anything less than justice. He was a member of the House 
of Representatives that strived for justice so much, that he was willing 
to openly challenge the thoughts of his fellow representatives. When   
the tax on whiskey erupted, he never stopped fighting for justice. He    
focused only on what was right for America, and made it his one 
   and only priority to repeal the tax with fellow friend and ally, 
    Thomas Jefferson. He will greatly be missed by all who 
      knew him.



Finding David Bradford in the 
Bradford House Museum

Washington, Pennsylvania
http://www.bradfordhouse.org 

http://www.bradfordhouse.org/
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Finding David Bradford in the 
Bradford House Museum

Washington, Pennsylvania
http://www.bradfordhouse.org 

A group of 6th graders recently visited 
Bradford House Museum to answer the 
research question, “Was Bradford a hero or 
a villain?”  They decided after looking 
through the primary and secondary sources 
in the research room that he was a hero 
because he, a wealthy lawyer, architect 
and businessman, defended the poor 
frontiersmen who had been treated unjustly 
by the Federal government.

http://www.bradfordhouse.org/


Conclusion

“While Washington’s  pardons showed the power of the 
presidency, Jefferson’s repeal (and Adams pardon of Bradford) 
proved the power of American democracy. Even though the 
farmers lost the rebellion, they succeeded in checking the 
federal government’s early reach into civic liberties. That 
legacy of the grappling between government authority and 
individual freedom would become as much, if not more, a part 
of the American story as the pardons themselves.”
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