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1792 Meeting in Pittsburgh in opposition to the Excise Tax

Gazette of the United-States., September 05, 1792, Page 111, Image 3 
Gazette of the United-States. (New-York [N.Y.]), 05 Sept. 1792. Chronicling America: Historic 
American Newspapers. Lib. of Congress. 
chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83030483/1792-09-05/ed-1/seq-3/ 

chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83030483/1792-09-05/ed-1/seq-3/
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Transcript: 1792 Meeting in Pittsburgh in opposition to the Excise Tax 

<http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83030483/1792-09-05/ed-1/seq-3/> 

At a Meeting of sundry Inhabitants of the Western Counties of Pennsylvania, held at Pittsburgh,
August 22, 1792, The following report of a Committee was unanimously adopted, viz.—

Strongly impressed with a sense of the fatal consequences that must attend an Excise, 
convinced that a tax upon liquors which are the common drink of a nation operates in proportion to the 
number and not to the wealth of the people, and of course is unjust in itself, and oppressive upon the 
poor: taught by the experience of other countries that internal taxes upon consumption, from their very 
nature, never can effectually be carried into operation, without vesting the officers appointed to collect 
them with powers most dangerous to the civil rights of freemen, and must in the end destroy the 
liberties of every country in which they are introduced; feeling that the late Excise Law of Congress, 
from the present circumstances of our agriculture, our want of markets, and the scarcity of a circulating 
medium, will bring immediate distress and ruin on the Western Country.  WE think it our duty to persist 
in our remonstrances to Congress, and in every other legal measure that may obstruct the operation of 
the law, until we are able to obtain its total repeal. 

Therefore resolved, That David Bradford, James Marshal, Albert Gallatin, Peter Lisle, and 
David Philips, be appointed for the purpose of drawing a remonstrance to Congress stating our 
objections against the law that imposes a duty upon spirituous liquors distilled within the United States, 
and praying for a repeal of the same, and that the Chairman of the meeting be directed to sign the 
same in the name of the meeting, and to take proper measures to have it presented to Congress at 
their next session. 

Resolved, That in order that our measures may be carried on with regularity and concert, that 
Wm. Wallace, [here follows 20 other names] be respectively appointed committees of correspondence 
for the counties of Washington, Fayette and Allegheny, ad that it shall be their duty to correspond 
together and with such committee as shall be appointed for the same purpose in the county of 
Westmoreland, or with any committees of a similar nature that may be appointed in other parts of the 
United States, and also, if found necessary, to call together either general meetings of the people in 
their respective counties, or conferences of several committees. 

And whereas some men may be found amongst us, too far lost to every sense of virtue and 
feeling for the distresses of this country, as to accept offices for the collection of the duty. 

Resolved therefore, That in future we will consider such persons as unworthy of our friendship, 
have no intercourse or dealings with them, withdraw from them every assistance, and withhold all the 
comforts of life which depend upon those duties that as men and fellow citizens we owe to each other, 
and upon all occasions treat them with that contempt they deserve and that it be and is hereby most 
earnestly recommended to the people at large to follow the same line of conduct towards them. 

On Motion Resolved, That the Minutes of this meeting be signed by the chairman, attested by 
the Clerk, and published in the Pittsburgh Gazette. 

JOHN CANON, Chairman, Attest, 
ALBERT GALLATIN, Clerk 

Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. Library of Congress.

Gazette of the United-States., September 05, 1792, Page 111, Image 3 
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“The Burning of Neville’s House” July 25, 1794794 
Gazette of the United States and daily evening advertiser. (Philadelphia [Pa.]), 25 July 
1794. Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. Lib. of Congress. 
<http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026271/1794-07-25/ed-1/seq-2/> 



Transcript: “The Burning of Neville’s House” July 25, 17945, 1794 
Gazette of the United States and daily evening advertiser. (Philadelphia [Pa.]), 25 July 
1794. Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. Lib. of Congress. 
<http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026271/1794-07-25/ed-1/seq-2/> 

PHILADELPHIA, July 25. A Gentleman has favored the Editor with the following
interesting account.
Extract of a Letter from Pittsburgh, dated July 18, to a Mercantile House in this City.

“Two days since, seven miles from this town, the house of Gen. John Neville Inspector 
of the Revenue, was attacked by about eighty armed men, said to be opposed to the Excise 
law.  After an engagement of one half hour, the mob left the house with seven of the party very 
badly wounded, two it is said, mortally.  The house was defended by General Neville and one 
of his servants.  Last night at half past five o’clock, they again attacked the house, said to be 
five hundred in number.  After a very brave defense by Major Kirkpatrick and eleven soldiers, 
the house was taken, five soldiers wounded.  A very considerable number of the mod killed 
and wounded, the house and all the adjacent building were set on fire and consumed to ashes. 

“There were a number of gentlemen went from this place, some to assist Gen. Neville, 
others to appease the minds of the factious—Col. Neville, Major Lenox and several others, 
were on their way to Gen. Neville’s made prisoners by the mob, after suffering some abuse, 
have made their escape into town—Gen. Neville has also made his escape, is yet unhurt.  The 
commander of the mob, Major James McFarland was shot dead on the spot. —All is 
confusion. –God only knows what will be the issue.  In haste, I am, &c. 

FROM A CORRESPONDENT 
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Counsel – Before the Attack at Gen. Neville’s House 1794. Linocut on Paper.
Click on the link below to view the image.
http://collection.thewestmoreland.org/Media/images/Collection/JPEG/1984.72.jpg 

Citation:
John Howard Iams
Counsel - Before the Attack at General Neville's House, 1794 , Not Dated
Linocut on paper, 4 1/2 x 6 inches
Collection: The Westmoreland Museum of American Art
Gift of Mrs. J. Howard Iams, 1984.72 

Permission to use this print for educational purposes only was given by Doug Evans, Collector 
Manager at the Westmoreland Museum.  It may not be republished on a public website.  This image  
was accessed on February 3, 2018 http://collection.thewestmoreland.org/Obj322?
sid=3635&x=331984 
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http://collection.thewestmoreland.org/Obj322?sid=3635&x=331984
http://collection.thewestmoreland.org/Media/images/Collection/JPEG/1984.72.jpg
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Tarring and Feathering Image: Famous Whiskey Insurrection in Pennsylvania.
A large mob with tarred-and-feathered tax collector riding on a rail. 1794.  Prints and 
Photographs Division Library of Congress. https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2002697745/  

https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2002697745/
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Liberty Pole Sources (1. Gaddis House)
Historic American Buildings Survey, C., Brownfield, B., Gaddis, T., Daughters Of The American Revolution, 
America'S Industrial Heritage Project, S. & Wallace, K. E., Lowe, J. & Peterson, C. E., photographer. (1933) 
Thomas Gaddis House, 300 yards east of old U.S. Route 119 near intersection of Route 859, Uniontown, 
Fayette County, PA. Fayette Fayette County Pennsylvania South Union Township Uniontown, 1933. 
Documentation Compiled After. [Photograph] Retrieved from the 
Library of Congress, https://www.loc.gov/item/pa1916/. 

Library of Congress Notes 
Significance: Fort Gaddis is the oldest known building in Fayette County and the second oldest log 
building in western Pennsylvania. It was built ca. 1769-74 by Thomas Gaddis who was in charge of 
the defense of the region and his home was probably designated as a site for community meetings 
and shelter in times of emergency, hence the term "Fort Gaddis," probably a 19th century 
appellation. During the Whiskey Rebellion a Liberty Pole was erected at the house during a rally in 
support of the Rebel cause. The choice of this site for a political demonstration indicates its 
importance as a focal point for community expression. The fact that all the additions to the building 
were removed in the early 20th century in respect for the section contemporary with the Revolution 
and Rebellion is evidence of the building's long standing and continuing status and power as a 
community symbol. 

https://www.loc.gov/item/pa1916/
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David Bradford’s Letter about Parkinson’s Ferry Meeting
Gazette of the United States and daily evening advertiser. (Philadelphia [Pa.]), 09 
Sept. 1794. Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. Lib. of Congress. 
<http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026271/1794-09-09/ed-1/seq-3/> 
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Transcript: David Bradford’s Letter about Parkinson’s Ferry Meeting 
Gazette of the United States and daily evening advertiser. (Philadelphia [Pa.]), 09 Sept. 
1794.Page 3 Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. Lib. of Congress. 
<http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026271/1794-09-09/ed-1/seq-3/> 

ALEXANDRIA, SEPT. 4. 

[The following was copied by a gentleman in this town from a letter in the hands of Gen. 
Morgan.] 

Copy of a letter from David Bradford, of Washington in Pennsylvania, to the Inhabitants of 
Monongalia 
Washington, August 6, 1794 

I presume you have heard of the spirited opposition given to the excise law in this state—matters 
have been so bro’t to pass here, that all are under the necessity of bringing their minds to a final 
conclusion.  This has been the question amongst us some days: “Shall we disapprove of the 
conduct of those engaged against Nevill, the excise officer, of approve—or, in other words, shall 
we suffer them to tall a sacrifice to a Federal Prosecution, or shall we support them?”  On the 
result of this business we have fully deliberated, and have determined, with head, heart, had, and 
voice, that we will support the opposition to the excise law—The crisis is now come: Submission 
or opposition—We are determined in the opposition – We are determined in future to act 
agreeably to system; to form arrangements, guided by reason, prudence, fortitude and spirited 
conduct. 

We have proposed a general meeting of the four counties of Pennsylvania and have invited our 
brethren in the neighbouring counties in Virginia to come forward and join us in council and 
deliberation, on this important crisis, and conclude upon measures interesting to the western 
counties of Pennsylvania and Virginia.  A notification of this kind may be seen in the Pittsburgh 
paper—Parkinson’s Ferry is the place proposed as most central, and the 14th of August the time. 

We solicit you by all the ties that an union of interests can suggest, to come forward to join with us 
in our deliberations—the cause is common to us all—we invite you to come, even should you 
differ with us in opinion—we wish you to hear our reasons influencing our conduct. 

Your’s with esteem, 
DAVID BRADFORD 
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David Bradford’s letter about the postal theft and meeting in Braddock’s Field 
Gazette of the United States and daily evening advertiser. (Philadelphia [Pa.]), 03 Dec. 
1794. Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. Lib. of Congress. 
<http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026271/1794-12-03/ed-1/seq-3/> 

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026271/1794-12-03/ed-1/seq-3/
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Letter from David Bradford about Postal Theft and meeting at Braddock’s Field 
Gazette of the United States and daily evening advertiser. (Philadelphia [Pa.]), 03 Dec. 
1794. Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. Lib. of Congress. Page 3. 
<http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026271/1794-12-03/ed-1/seq-3/> 

The following Letters were found in a house in one of the Western Counties. 
[VERBATIM.] 

Canningsburgh 28 July 1794 

Sir, 
Having had suspicions that the Pittsburgh post would carry with him the sentiments of some of 

the people in this country, respecting our present alarming situation and the letters by the post being 
now in our possession by which certain secrets are discovered hostile to our Interest.  It is therefore 
now come to that crisis that every citizen must express his sentiments not by his words but by his 
actions—You are then called upon as a citizen of the western country to render your personal service 
with as many volunteers as you can raise to rendezvous at your usual place of meeting on 
Wednesday next.  And from thence you will march to the General rendezvous at Braddock’s field on 
the Monengaly River on Friday the first day of August next to be there at o’clock P.M. with arms 
and accutrements in good order.  If any volunteer should want arms and accutrements bring them 
forward, and they shall be supplied as well as possible.  Here Sir, is an expedition purposed in which 
you will have an opportunity of displaying your military talents and of rendering services to your 
country.  Some days’ provisions will be wanted so let the men be thus supplied. – 

WE are &c 
JNO CANNON 
B. PARKISON
D. BRADFORD

A FULTO 
THOMAS SPARE 
JNO LOUGHTY 

JAES MARSHALL – 
With others not present 

Dr. Sir, 
Upon receiving some late Intelligence from our runners we have been informed the ammunition 

we were about to seize and put in the hands of the citizens is designed for Gen. Scott who is just 
going out against the Indians we therefore conclude not to touch it— 

I give you this early notice that your brave sons of war need not to turn out till further notice. 
Yours & c 

DAVID BRADFORD 
3th July 1794 
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Tom the Tinker Notice 
Gazette of the United States and daily evening advertiser. (Philadelphia [Pa.]), 01 Aug. 
1794. Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. Lib. of Congress. 
<http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026271/1794-08-01/ed-1/seq-3/> 
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Transcript: Tom the Tinker Notice 

Gazette of the United States and daily evening advertiser. (Philadelphia [Pa.]), 01 Aug. 1794. Page 3. 
Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. Lib. of Congress. 
<http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026271/1794-08-01/ed-1/seq-3/> 

ADVERTISEMENT	

In	taking	a	survey	of	the	troops	under	my	direction	in	the	late	expedition	against	that	insolent	
exciseman	John	Neville,	I	find	there	were	a	good	many	delinquents;	even	among	those	who	carry	on	
distilling:	it	will	therefore	be	observed	that	I	Tom	the	Tinker,	will	not	suffer	any	certain	class	or	set	of	
men	to	be	excluded	the	service	of	this	my	district	when	notified	to	attend	to	any	expedition	carried	on	
in	order	to	obstruct	the	execution	of	the	excise	law,	and	obtain	a	repeal	thereof.	

And	I	do	declare	on	my	solemn	word,	that	if	such	delinquents	do	not	come	forth	on	the	next	
alarm,	with	equipments	and	give	their	assistance	as	much	as	in	them	lies	in	opposing	the	execution	and	
obtaining	a	repeal	of	the	excise	law,	he	or	they	will	be	deemed	as	enemies,	and	stand	opposed	to	
virtuous	principles	of	republican	liberty	and	shall	receive	punishment	according	to	the	nature	of	the	
offense.	

And	whereas	a	certain	John	Reed,	now	resident	in	Washington,	and	being	at	his	place	near	
Pittsburgh,	called	Reedsburgh,	and	having	a	set	of	stills	employed	at	said	Reedsburgh,	entered	on	the	
excise	docket,	contrary	to	the	will	and	good	pleasure	of	his	fellow	citizens,	and	came	not	forth	to	assist	
in	the	suppression	of	the	execution	of	said	law	by	aiding	and	assisting	in	the	late	expedition,	has	by	
delinquency	manifested	his	approbation	to	the	execution	of	the	aforesaid	law,	is	hereby	charged	
forthwith	to	cause	the	contents	of	this	paper,	without	adding	or	diminishing,	to	be	published	in	the	
Pittsburgh	Gazette,	the	ensuing	week,	under	the	no	less	penalty	than	the	consumption	of	his	distillery.	

Given	under	my	hand	this	19th	day	of	July,	one	thousand	seven	hundred	and	ninety-four.	
Tom	the	Tinker.	
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Brackenridge, Henry Marie, 1786-1871. [from old catalog] History of the western insurrection in 
western Pennsylvania, commonly called the Whiskey Insurrection, 1794. Pittsburgh, Printed by W. 
S. Haven, 1859.
336 p. Microfilm 01291 reel 78, no. 1 E. Library of Congress Online Catalog. 
https://lccn.loc.gov/mic60007420 and 
http://historicpittsburgh.org/islandora/object/pitt%3A00afh9773m 

Note:  This book was written by Henry Marie Brackenridge, the son of Hugh Henry Brackenridge 
a principle   player in the Insurrection in 1794. It is a reprinting of the book Hugh Henry wrote 
in 1795 with additional notes from Henry Marie. 

      pages 316-318  A description of the Dreadful or Terrible Night Nov 13, 1794 

https://lccn.loc.gov/mic60007420
http://historicpittsburgh.org/islandora/object/pitt%3A00afh9773m


The Terrible Night. Linocut on Paper. [Click on link below to view image.]
http://collection.thewestmoreland.org/Media/images/Collection/JPEG/1984.75.jpg

John Howard Iams
The Terrible Night, 1794, Not Dated
Linocut on paper, 4 1/4 x 5 3/4 inches
Collection: The Westmoreland Museum of American Art
Gift of Mrs. J. Howard Iams, 1984.75

Permission to use this print for educational purposes only was given by Doug Evans, Collector 
Manager at the Westmoreland Museum.  It may not be republished on a public website.  This 
image was accessed on February 3, 2018.  
http://collection.thewestmoreland.org/Obj325?sid=3635&x=32729 
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http://collection.thewestmoreland.org/Media/images/Collection/JPEG/1984.75.jpg


Whiskey Rebellion Artist 
by Mary Beth Pastorius 
mbpastorius@gmail.com 
September 16, 2016 

Waynesburg Matters 

This column first appeared in GreeneSPEAK September 2016, p. 9. 

Artist-historian J. Howard Iams grew up in the North Ten Mile region of Washington 
County, near the border with Greene County. In the 1930s, with his brother Lash, he 
traveled throughout the region, researching and illustrating remnants of the area’s 
colonial past. 

He worked five years on his most ambitious project, 40 illustrations that document the 
sites, events and people of the Whiskey Rebellion. The collection includes three images 
from Greene County: “Reverend John Corbley Log Cabin,” “Colonel John Minor House” 
and “Old Tavern” at Jefferson.  

The Whiskey Rebellion (1791-1794) was the first serious test of authority for the newly 
formed United States government. It took place in Southwestern Pennsylvania when 
farmers objected to a new federal tax on one of their principal products, whiskey. They 
attacked federal agents and tax collectors, prompting President Washington to lead 
13,000 troops over the mountains to quell the disturbance.  

By the time the army arrived, tempers had cooled.  However, some soldiers were 
frustrated to find the countryside at peace. On “The Terrible Night” of November 13, 
1794, they arrested the men most wanted by the government, dragging them out of bed 
half-clothed and marching them through mud to a cold, make-shift prison. After several 
days of detention, nearly all were set free for lack of evidence. However, 20 were marched 
over the mountains to stand trial in Philadelphia. 

Among them was Reverend John Corbly of Garards Fort who had not been a major actor 
in the rebellion. However, he was a well-known minister and an ardent patriot who 
preached political freedom. Corbly’s arrest was to be used as an example to deter other 
citizens from plotting rebellion. At trial, he was exonerated, as were all but two of the 
Whiskey Rebels.  

Howard Iams’s depiction of “The Terrible Night” has been used in many articles and books 
about the Whiskey Rebellion. In stark black-and-white, it shows the terror and brutality 
of the unfair arrests 

18

http://waynesburgmatters.blogspot.com/2016/09/whiskey-rebellion-artist.html
http://users.neo.registeredsite.com/2/3/0/17777032/assets/GSSept2016fullREDUCED53635.pdf
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David Bradford’s Pardon Announcement
Gazette of the United States, & Philadelphia daily advertiser. (Philadelphia [Pa.]), 26 
April 1799. Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. Lib. of Congress. 
<http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83025881/1799-04-26/ed-1/seq-3/> 
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Transcript 
David Bradford Pardon Announcement 

Gazette of the United States, & Philadelphia daily advertiser. (Philadelphia [Pa.]), 26 April 1799. 
Image 3. Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. Lib. of Congress.
<http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83025881/1799-04-26/ed-1/seq-3/> 

BY THIS DAY’S MAIL 

CHAMBERSBURG, APRIL 18 

Patrick Donogan and Francis Cox, accused as accomplices in the murder of Francis Shitz, 
have made their escape from Harrisburg jail.  An handsome reward is offered for apprehending them. 

The Herald of Liberty, a newspaper published at Washington (Penn.) asserts, that  “the 
President of the United States has granted a free pardon to David Bradford, the principal in the insurrection of 

1794.” 
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https://npgallery.nps.gov/NRHP/AssetDetail?assetID=573108e7-e245-43b9-bd20-66ab65e7cc78


1 SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD
—PREHISTORIC

—1400-1499

—1500-1599

—1600-1699 

X-1700-1799

—1800-1899

—1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

_AGRICULTURE 

^ARCHITECTURE

—ART

—COMMERCE

—COMMUNICATIONS

—COMMUNITY PLANNING

—CONSERVATION

—ECONOMICS

—EDUCATION

—ENGINEERING

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT

—INDUSTRY

—INVENTION

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

—LAW

—LITERATURE 

^.MILITARY

—MUSIC

—PHILOSOPHY

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

—RELIGION

—SCIENCE

—SCULPTURE

_SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN

—THEATER

—TRANSPORTATION

—OTHER (SPECIFY)

SPECIFIC DATES 1797 BUILDER/ARCHITECT General David Bradford

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Myrtles Plantation is an outstanding example of the expanded raised cottage 
form which characterized many Louisiana plantation houses by the mid-19th century. 
This can be seen in its size (with a 107 feet frontal gallery) and in its hand 
some detailing, both inside and out. The Myrtles is particularly notable for its 
unusually fine carved plaster cornices and ceiling medallions.

The Myrtles is also noteworthy as the home of General David Bradford, a wealthy 
judge and businessman from Washington County, Pennsylvania and a leader in the 
Whiskey Rebellion of 1794. The plantation which was later named "the Myrtles" 
was built in 1797. With the collapse of the Whiskey Rebellion, Bradford was 
forced to flee from the Federal Army. In 1796, he arrived by boat at Bayou Sara. 
The following year he obtained a Spanish land grant of roughly 650 acres by 
authority of Baron de Carondelet. (Bradford's original application for a land 
grant in Louisiana was made in 1792.) Evidently, Bradford had been interested 
in the area several years before the Whiskey Rebellion forced him to flee. He 
had been to St. Francisville before, and he had been involved in the Whiskey 
trade in the New Orleans area.

Bradford named his plantation "Richland." He held the property until his death 
in 1808, when it passed to his widow. In 1826 she sold "Richland" to the family's 
son-in-law, Clark Woodruff. Like his father-in-law, Woodruff was also a lawyer. 
He rose to some prominence, and was a friend to many of the powerful of his time. 
For example, he spent his honeymoon at the Hermitage as a guest of Andrew Jackson.

Shortly after Woodruff bought "Richland", his wife died, and in 1834 he sold 
the property to Ruffin G. Stirling. The Stirlings were a wealthy family of 
the first rank in the Louisiana area. They owned several great plantations, as 
well as a townhouse in Natchez. It was Ruffingray Stirling who renamed "Richland" 
"The Myrtles", and it was he who made the many renovations in the house which have 
been described previously.

In 1854, Stirling died and The Myrtles passed to his son, Steven Cobb Stirling. 
It remained in the Stirling family until 1894, after which it passed through a 
succession of owners.

The house was not substantially altered, but as the 20th century progressed, it 
fell into disrepair. In 1975, the present owners purchased The Myrtles and under 
took a total restoration which was recently completed.
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