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Example for confirmation bias





Example for confirmation bias







Reflection: “Media literacy” and “fake news” 
What do we mean?
1. How do you define media literacy?
2. What are the biggest issue(s) facing educators 

relevant to teaching media literacy?
3. How confident are you in your ability to 

identify “fake news”?



What’s New about Fake News?

Our agenda:
1. Frame the issues 

• Teens and social media
• Need for media literacy 

2. Identify strategies to teach media literacy 
3. Look to the past to help frame media literacy today 



YouTube, Instagram and 
Snapchat are the most 
popular online platforms 
among teens. Fully 95% of 
teens have access to a 
smartphone, and 45% say 
they are online 'almost 
constantly‘.

Teens and Social Media 





Stanford History Education Group (SHEG) 
Study 
“At present, we worry that democracy is threatened by the 
ease at which disinformation about civic issues is allowed 
to spread and flourish.”

- Sam Wineburg, Sarah McGrew, Joel Breakstone, and Teresa Ortega, 
Evaluating Information: The Cornerstone of Civic Online Reasoning
(Stanford, CA: Stanford History Education Group, 2016), 5. 



Media Literacy and the Social Studies 

Essential skills for active citizenship in our democracy”
Media literacy models a constructivist approach to document-
based analysis that asks the students to apply key content to a 
focused and complex analysis of messages, meaning, authorship, 
audience, representations and reality (NCSS Position Statement)

C3 Framework – Dimension 3 (D3.2.9-12)
Evaluating sources and using evidence: Evaluate the credibility of 
a source by examining how experts value the source. 



A continuum of fake news? 

hoaxes misrepresentations



Source: The Sift, The News Literacy Project



Source: The Sift Archives, The News Literacy Project











Peter Lee, 2005, p. 59



Heuristics for Identifying Fake News 

•Project Look Sharp 

•News Literacy Project 

•Newseum







We can focus on teaching students the skills of media 
literacy through carefully structured activities that 
encourage critical media literacy [and digital forensics] 
as well as an understanding of the cultural meaning of 
digital media and content. 



Can we look to the past to develop media literacy 
today?

How is this work different or similar to examining 
contemporary examples?





Fake News as Content in the Social Studies

• Examine historical examples of “fake news” or media;
• Understand media as a cultural text (semiotics, 

discourse and content analysis);
• Develop awareness of bias;
• Seek accuracy and credibility from sources. 



Media as Cultural Text 

• Concerns with the social meaning within language and 
discursive practices

• Reveal the hidden ideas embedded within written 
language 

• How the dominant discourse is 
produced/disseminated, what it excludes, how some 
knowledge becomes subjugated, etc. 

• Discourse is linguistic and non-linguistic



Discourse Analysis with Media Images 

• What is notable about this image? 

• What compositional elements do you notice? 

• What seems to be the message?



Understanding Bias 
• Bias is a tendency to believe that some people, ideas, etc., are better than others, which 

often results in treating some people unfairly.
• Explicit bias refers to attitudes and beliefs (positive or negative) that we consciously or 

deliberately hold and express about a person or group. Explicit and implicit biases can 
sometimes contradict each other.

• Implicit bias includes attitudes and beliefs (positive or negative) about other people, ideas, 
issues, or institutions that occur outside of our conscious awareness and control, which 
affect our opinions and behavior. Everyone has implicit biases—even people who try to 
remain objective (e.g., judges and journalists)—that they have developed over a lifetime. 
However, people can work to combat and change these biases.

• Confirmation bias, or the selective collection of evidence, is our subconscious tendency to 
seek and interpret information and other evidence in ways that affirm our existing beliefs, 
ideas, expectations, and/or hypotheses. Therefore, confirmation bias is both affected by 
and feeds our implicit biases. It can be most entrenched around beliefs and ideas that we 
are strongly attached to or that provoke a strong emotional response.



Library of Congress Connections



http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/guides.html





Taking a long view of the American 
culture through media…



John Adams and Boston Gazette
Spent the Remainder of the Evening and 
supped with Mr. Otis, in Company with Mr. 
Adams, Mr. Wm. Davis, and Mr. Jno. Gill. 
The Evening spent in preparing for the 
Next Days Newspaper - a curious 
Employment. Cooking up Paragraphs, 
Articles, Occurences, &c. -- working the 
political Engine! Otis talks all. He grows the 
most talkative Man alive. No other 
Gentleman in Company can find a Space to 
put in a Word -- as Dr. Swift expressed it, 
he leaves no Elbow Room. There is much 
Sense, Knowledge, and Spirit 
and Humour in his Conversation. But he 
grows narrative, like an old Man. Abounds 
with Stories. (Diary of John Adams, 
September 3, 1769)





A few minutes after nine o'clock four youths, named Edward Archbald, William Merchant, Francis
Archbald, and John Leech, jun., came down Cornhill together, and separating at Doctor Loring's
corner, the two former were passing the narrow alley leading Mr. Murray's barrack in which was a
soldier brandishing a broad sword of an uncommon size against the walls, out of which he struck fire
plentifully. A person of mean countenance. armed with a large cudgel bore him company. Edward
Archbald admonished Mr. Merchant to take care of the sword, on which the soldier turned round and
struck Archbald on the arm, then pushed at Merchant and pierced through his clothes inside the arm
close to the armpit and grazed the skin. Merchant then struck the soldier with a short stick he had;
and the other person ran to the barrack and brought with him two soldiers, one armed with a pair of
tongs, the other with a shovel. He with the tongs pursued Archbald back through the alley, collared
and laid him over the head with the tongs. The noise brought people together; and John Hicks, a
young lad, coming up, knocked the soldier down but let him get up again; and more lads gathering,
drove them back to the barrack where the boys stood some time as it were to keep them in. In less
than a minute ten or twelve of them came out with drawn cutlasses, clubs, and bayonets and set
upon the unarmed boys and young folk who stood them a little while but, finding the inequality of
their equipment, dispersed.

On hearing the noise, one Samuel Atwood came up to see what was the matter; and entering the
alley from dock square, heard the latter part of the combat; and when the boys had dispersed he
met the ten or twelve soldiers aforesaid rushing down the alley towards the square and asked them
if they intended to murder people? They answered Yes, by G-d, root and branch! With that one of
them struck Mr. Atwood with a club which was repeated by another; and being unarmed, he turned
to go off and received a wound on the left shoulder which reached the bone and gave him much
pain. Retreating a few steps, Mr. Atwood met two officers and said, gentlemen, what is the matter
They answered, you'll see by and by. Immediately after, those heroes appeared in the square, asking
where were the boogers? where were the cowards? But notwithstanding their fierceness to naked
men, one of them advanced towards a youth who had a split of a raw stave in his hand and said,
damn them, here is one of them.



The Bloody Massacre 
Perpetrated in King Street 
Boston on March 5th 1770 
by a Party of the 29th Regt.
Boston: Engrav’d Printed & 
Sold by Paul Revere, 1770



"A general attack was 
made on the men by a 
great number of heavy 
clubs and snowballs being 
thrown at them, by which 
all our lives were in 
imminent danger. . .“ 
(Captain Thomas Preston)

http://www.loc.gov/law/help/rare-
books/pdf/john_adams_1824_version.pdf



Afro-American Monument.[detail: Christopher 
[sic] Attucks, the First to Shed Blood and That His 
Own for American Independence]. Chicago: Goes 

Lithograph Company; B.F. Hammond, c1897.

W.L. Champney's Massacre Print, 1856



“Supplement to the Boston Independent Chronicle,” 
printed by Benjamin Franklin (1782)



“Lunar animals and 
other objects discovered
by Sir John Herschel”

The Sun newspaper, 
New York, 1835
Courtesy Library of 
Congress

The Great Moon Hoax 





Yellow Journalism





Frank Leslie’s 
Illustrated Newspaper
November 19, 1859





The Southerner 
Tarboro Edgecombe Co., 
NC, 22 Oct. 1859. C



Iowa Transcript
November 3, 1859 



The Anti-Slavery 
Bugle, New-
Lisbon, Ohio, 
November 10, 
1860



During the Civil War





Home of a Rebel 
Sharpshooter
Gettysburg, July  1863





Press as the “Fourth Estate”



Persuasion or Propaganda 















Harris & Ewing, photographer. 
World War I veteran. 
[or 1933, 1932] 
Retrieved from the Library of 
Congress.



Can we look to the past to develop 
media literacy today?

How is this work different or similar to 
examining contemporary examples?



With historic examples…

We can focus on teaching students the skills of 
media literacy through carefully structured activities 
that also encourage critical media literacy as well as 
an understanding of the history of news media and 
popular media in the United States. 





How journalists minimize bias

https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/video/how-journalists-minimize-bias




Artificial Intelligence and Virtual Rendering



URLS used in presentation (in order of appearance)
• Top 5 Fake Election Stories by Facebook Engagement, https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/craigsilverman/viral-fake-election-news-outperformed-real-

news-on-facebook
• See also: Andrew Guess, Grendan Nyhan, and Jason Reifler. “Selective Exposure to Misinformation: Evidence From the consumption of fake news during 

the 2016 U.S. presidential campaign,” January 9, 2018, http://www.dartmouth.edu/~nyhan/fake-news-2016.pdf
• Breaking: "5,000 people dump shoes in front of Nike headquarters" http://archive.is/0ZB2f
• Honolulu Advertiser "Nike recycling program“ http://the.honoluluadvertiser.com/article/2009/Apr/27/ln/hawaii904270324.html
• See also: https://hoax-alert.leadstories.com/3469762-fake-news-breaking-5000-people-dump-shoes-in-front-of-nike-headquarters.html
• Teens and Social Media: http://www.pewinternet.org/2018/05/31/teens-social-media-technology-2018/
• SHEG study (Note: Executive summary of study at the bottom): https://ed.stanford.edu/news/stanford-researchers-find-students-have-trouble-judging-

credibility-information-online
• Kaepernick "Coupon“: https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/nike-coupon-color/
• Emphasis and Distortion examples both available at: https://mailchi.mp/5accd6909e65/the-sift-ideas-and-examples-for-teaching-news-literacy-next-

week-1379869?e=%5BUNIQID%5D
• Adolf Hitler example (fictionalized account to emphasize the importance of students understanding historical accounts) in Lee, P. J. (2005). Putting 

principles into practice: Understanding history. In M. S. Donovan & J. D. Bransford (Eds.), How students learn: History, mathematics, and science in the 
classroom (pp. 31-77). Washington, D.C.: The National Academies Press

• ESCAPE "Junk News", https://newseumed.org/tools/lesson-plan/escape-junk-news
• Understanding Bias, https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/facing-ferguson-news-literacy-digital-age/confirmation-and-other-biases
• Primary Source Analysis Tools, http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/guides.html
• John Adams and the Boston Gazette, http://www.masshist.org/dorr/volume/2/sequence/692
• The Bloody Massacre Perpetrated in King Street Boston on March 5th 1770 by a Party of the 29th Regt. Boston: Engrav’d Printed & Sold by Paul Revere, 

1770, https://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3a45748/
• Trial of British soldiers, http://www.loc.gov/law/help/rare-books/pdf/john_adams_1824_version.pdf

https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/craigsilverman/viral-fake-election-news-outperformed-real-news-on-facebook
http://www.dartmouth.edu/%7Enyhan/fake-news-2016.pdf
http://archive.is/0ZB2f
http://the.honoluluadvertiser.com/article/2009/Apr/27/ln/hawaii904270324.html
https://hoax-alert.leadstories.com/3469762-fake-news-breaking-5000-people-dump-shoes-in-front-of-nike-headquarters.html
http://www.pewinternet.org/2018/05/31/teens-social-media-technology-2018/
https://ed.stanford.edu/news/stanford-researchers-find-students-have-trouble-judging-credibility-information-online
https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/nike-coupon-color/
https://mailchi.mp/5accd6909e65/the-sift-ideas-and-examples-for-teaching-news-literacy-next-week-1379869?e=%5BUNIQID%5D
https://newseumed.org/tools/lesson-plan/escape-junk-news
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/facing-ferguson-news-literacy-digital-age/confirmation-and-other-biases
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/guides.html
http://www.masshist.org/dorr/volume/2/sequence/692
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3a45748/
http://www.loc.gov/law/help/rare-books/pdf/john_adams_1824_version.pdf


URLS (continued)
• Afro-American Monument.[detail: Christopher [sic] Attucks, the First to Shed Blood and That His Own for American Independence]. Chicago: Goes 

Lithograph Company; B.F. Hammond, c1897. Popular Graphic Arts. Prints & Photographs Division ( Retrieved: https://www.loc.gov/item/today-in-
history/march-05/) 

• See also, The Legacy of Crispus Attucks, https://www.bostonhistory.org/kingstreet/2018/2/28/2til7s0dvs0fo1xcgi5jbxj8fszc0i

• “Supplement to the Boston Independent Chronicle,” printed by Benjamin Franklin (1782), https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Franklin/01-37-02-
0132

• The Great Moon Hoax, https://library.si.edu/exhibition/page/infinite-worlds
• "Aerial Navigation, https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83030272/1859-11-01/ed-1/seq-1/
• Yellow Journalism and the New York Journal, https://www.loc.gov/collections/new-york-journal/about-this-collection/
• Lawrence, Martin M, photographer. Front page of Frank Leslie's illustrated newspaper with picture of John Brown. Harpers Ferry New York West Virginia, 

1859. Photograph. https://www.loc.gov/item/2007683549/
• Frank Leslie's illustrated newspaper, v. 8, no. 205 (1859 Nov. 5), p. 359. http://memory.loc.gov/service/pnp/cph/3c30000/3c32000/3c32500/3c32541v.jpg
• Home of Rebel Sharpshooter, https://www.loc.gov/item/2012647605/
• Press as the Fourth Estate, https://law.yale.edu/mfia/case-disclosed/fourth-estate-final-check
• Charles Paxson Examples: https://www.loc.gov/item/2016647906/ ; https://www.loc.gov/item/2010647863/ ; https://www.loc.gov/item/2010647888/ ; 

https://www.loc.gov/item/2010647899/
• Posters of WWI, http://www.loc.gov/pictures/search/?st=grid&co=wwipos

• See also : https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/posters-sold-world-war-i-american-public-180952179/
• NY Times Standards and Ethics, https://www.nytco.com/who-we-are/culture/standards-and-ethics/
• Journalists minimize bias, https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/video/how-journalists-minimize-bias
• Facebook "War Room", https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/19/technology/facebook-election-war-room.html
• AI and Virtual Rendering, https://www.researchgate.net/figure/Rendered-virtual-facial-modifications-Top-rows-Original-faces-Bottom-rows-

Modified_fig4_229041533

https://www.loc.gov/item/today-in-history/march-05/
https://www.bostonhistory.org/kingstreet/2018/2/28/2til7s0dvs0fo1xcgi5jbxj8fszc0i
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Franklin/01-37-02-0132
https://library.si.edu/exhibition/page/infinite-worlds
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83030272/1859-11-01/ed-1/seq-1/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/new-york-journal/about-this-collection/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2007683549/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2012647605/
https://law.yale.edu/mfia/case-disclosed/fourth-estate-final-check
https://www.loc.gov/item/2016647906/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2010647863/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2010647888/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2010647899/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/search/?st=grid&co=wwipos
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/posters-sold-world-war-i-american-public-180952179/
https://www.nytco.com/who-we-are/culture/standards-and-ethics/
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/video/how-journalists-minimize-bias
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/19/technology/facebook-election-war-room.html
https://www.researchgate.net/figure/Rendered-virtual-facial-modifications-Top-rows-Original-faces-Bottom-rows-Modified_fig4_229041533


Additional Resources for Media Literacy

• Ten Questions for Fake News Detection: http://www.thenewsliteracyproject.org/sites/default/files/GO-TenQuestionsForFakeNewsFINAL.pdf

• Glen Weibe's Fact Checking for Fake News: https://historytech.files.wordpress.com/2017/06/student-fact-checkers1.pdf

• John DePasquale's "Determining the Credibility and Reliability of Sources" 7 Questions worksheet: 

https://www.scholastic.com/content/dam/teachers/blogs/john-depasquale/2017/JD-MediaLiteracy-SourcesReliabilityWorksheet.pdf

• Basic Reverse Image Search Resources

• https://images.google.com/

• https://www.tineye.com

• Project Muse: The American Revolution and the Press: https://muse.jhu.edu/chapter/881324

• Brookings: Ten Noteworthy Moments in US Investigative Journalism: https://www.brookings.edu/blog/brookings-now/2014/10/20/ten-noteworthy-

moments-in-u-s-investigative-journalism/

• Washington Post: The Watergate Story: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/politics/special/watergate/part1.html

• NSA Files: Decoded: https://www.theguardian.com/world/interactive/2013/nov/01/snowden-nsa-files-surveillance-revelations-decoded#section/1

http://www.thenewsliteracyproject.org/sites/default/files/GO-TenQuestionsForFakeNewsFINAL.pdf
https://historytech.files.wordpress.com/2017/06/student-fact-checkers1.pdf
https://www.scholastic.com/content/dam/teachers/blogs/john-depasquale/2017/JD-MediaLiteracy-SourcesReliabilityWorksheet.pdf
https://images.google.com/
https://www.tineye.com/
https://muse.jhu.edu/chapter/881324
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/brookings-now/2014/10/20/ten-noteworthy-moments-in-u-s-investigative-journalism/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/politics/special/watergate/part1.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/interactive/2013/nov/01/snowden-nsa-files-surveillance-revelations-decoded#section/1


Next Steps 

Questions/comments?

meghan_manfra@ncsu.edu



How’d we do?

http://bit.ly/TPSERwebinar  

http://bit.ly/TPSERwebinar


For More Information
TPS Eastern Region

Barbara Kirby, Director 
Sue Wise, Associate Director

tps@waynesburg.edu

http://tps.waynesburg.edu
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