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Enduring Understanding: 
Evidences of constitutional powers outlined in the Preamble have been and are visible in various components and 
events in American society. 
 

Overarching Question: 
In what ways have the constitutional powers laid out in the Preamble been evident throughout American history? 
 

Objectives: 
Students will be able to explain how powers laid out in the Preamble have been evident throughout American history 
and still prevail in our current society.  
 

Standards: 
 History VUS.5 The student will demonstrate knowledge of the issues involved in the creation and ratification of 

the Constitution of the United States and how the principles of limited government, consent of the governed, 
and the social contract are embodied in it. 

 English 7.7 The student will write in a variety of forms with an emphasis on exposition, narration, and 
persuasion. 
c) Organize writing structure to fit mode or topic. 

 English 8.7 The student will write in a variety of forms, including narration, exposition, persuasion, and 
informational. 
d) Organize details to elaborate the central idea and provide unity. 

 

Historical Thinking: 
Students will be able to analyze ideas and events within history and society that are examples of constitutional powers 
found in the Preamble.  
 

Assessment (to be completed after instructional lesson): 
Based on students’ study of a variety of primary and secondary sources, students will explain how a current event is an 
example of a power outlined in the Preamble to the Constitution. 
 

Plan for Incorporating Qualities of Engagement (Jon Antonetti’s Learning Cube): 
-Choice 
-Personal Response  
-Learning with Others 
-Authenticity 
-Novelty and Variety 
-Emotional/Intellectual Safety 

 

Lesson Details  
 

Preview/Hook: Class Brainstorming  
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 Ask students, “How do your parents or guardians provide for or take care of you?” 

 Based on student suggestions, categorize responses into the following groups relating to the Preamble: 
o To form a perfect union 
o Establish justice 
o Ensure domestic tranquility 
o Provide for the common defense 
o Promote the general welfare 
o Ensure the blessings of liberty 

 

Planned Instruction: 
 Ask students, focusing on one grouping at a time, “What do these have in common?” or “How are these 

related?” 

 Use student responses to name each category.  

 Use this discussion to relate to the Preamble of the Constitution—put up a visual of the Preamble and the 
Constitution. 

 Read the Preamble. Ask, “What do you think the purpose of the Preamble is?”  

 Utilizing a graphic organizer, students will write down which category matches each power outlined in the 
Preamble. The class will come up with a self-definition for each power to aid in understanding of the Preamble.  

 Provide a primary source example to model analyzing a visual and categorizing it into a specific power category, 
and then give directions for the gallery walk.  

 

Gallery Walk:  
Primary sources will be arranged in specific, numbered categories around the room, each representing a power laid out 
in the Preamble. In partners/groups, students will view each category and decide which power the exhibit is portraying. 
They will enter their information on a graphic organizer and continue this process until every category has been visited.  
 

 Discuss each category and student responses, including their reasons for placing the primary/secondary sources 
in a specific category.  

 Utilizing additional primary/secondary sources, students will individually categorize images into Preamble 
constitutional powers before discussing them as a class.    

 

Assessment/ Individual Check for Understanding: 
 Based on the primary/secondary sources, the gallery walk, and the information learned about the Preamble of 

the United States, students will write an expository piece relating a current issue or event to a power laid out in 
the Preamble to the Constitution. This will be assessed with a rubric for an expository piece.  

 

Reflection 
How does this activity: 

-Engage students 
-Build critical thinking skills 
-Construct knowledge 
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The Preamble to the Constitution   
“We the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic 

tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to 
ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.” 

 

Government Powers 
To form a perfect union 

Parents/Guardians Examples Self-definition of “to form a more perfect union”: 
 
 
 
 
 

Establish justice 

Parents/Guardians Examples Self-definition of “establish justice”: 
 
 
 
 
 

Ensure domestic tranquility 

Parents/Guardians Examples Self-definition of “ensure domestic tranquility”: 
 
 
 
 
 

Provide for the common defense 

Parents/Guardians Examples Self-definition of “provide for the common defense”: 
 
 
 
 
 

Promote the general welfare 

Parents/Guardians Examples Self-definition of “promote the general welfare”: 
 
 
 
 
 

Ensure the blessings of liberty 

Parents/Guardians Examples Self-definition of “ensure the blessings of liberty”: 
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Gallery Walk 
 

 Which constitutional power does each group represent? 

Category #1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Category #2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Category #3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Category #4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Category #5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Category #6 
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Rubric for Expository Response 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scale: 
5 “yes” = A 
4 “yes” = B  
3 “yes” = C 
0-2 “yes” = D 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Rubric for Expository Response 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scale: 
5 “yes” = A 
4 “yes” = B  
3 “yes” = C 
0-2 “yes” = D 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Yes No Criteria 
  Can the writer relate their a constitutional power to a current issue or event? 

Comments: 
 
 

  Is the writer’s explanation clear? 
Comments: 
 
 

  Can the writer support their explanation with specific reason/reasons? 
Comments: 
 
 

  Is the piece well organized? Can the reader follow the writer’s thoughts?  Has the writer 
connected ideas and made transitions from one group of thoughts to another? 
Comments: 
 
 

  Does the writer consistently control grammar and mechanics?  
Comments: 
 
 

Yes No Criteria 
  Can the writer relate their a constitutional power to a current issue or event? 

Comments: 
 
 

  Is the writer’s explanation clear? 
Comments: 
 
 

  Can the writer support their explanation with specific reason/reasons? 
Comments: 
 
 

  Is the piece well organized? Can the reader follow the writer’s thoughts?  Has the writer 
connected ideas and made transitions from one group of thoughts to another? 
Comments: 
 
 

  Does the writer consistently control grammar and mechanics?  
Comments: 
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