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What do Library of Congress primary sources
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The two key elements to reading portraits are looking and analyzing.
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LOOKING

ANALYZING
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Sitter Sitter

Describe the sitter's pose. Who is the sitter? Why - p \ : , _
' ‘ is this sitter significant to i , : : % —-— GO NG ‘ f'»
American history? v : : e \ e
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What objects are seen in Symbqls . g - - i ‘ / ’ hh
the portrait? What might the objects - 1. ’ X '
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Attributes
What personal qualities
might we attribute to

the sitter based on the
portrait?

Adjectives
Use adjectives to
describe the sitter.
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Clothing Clothing
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What C|o‘[hing is the What mlght the sitter’s —.:._ -
sitter wearing! clothing tell us about e J;ur. =z
the sitter's profession, TR e

personality, social status,
or place in history?
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Medium
What medium was used to
create the portrait?
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Artist
Who is the artist? Why
is the artist significant?
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Setting Setting g
What is the setting of the What might the por-
portrait? trait's setting tell us

about the sitter?

Time Period Time Period | ~dE
In what period of history When was the portrait .
does the portrait appear to created? What was going

be set? onin history when the
portrait was created?
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The Library of Congress > Teachers > Using Primary Sources > Primary Source Analysis Tool
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President Roosev:
The American cartoonist welcomes b

AN

L)

A

RN

caPrint ElSubscribe EShare/Save (JGive Feedback
PRIMARY SOURCE ANALYSIS TOOL ?_?EF.EE{

Use this tool to record your responses (o a primary source. -y
If you need guidance, use the sample questions. Feel free 1o go back and forth between the columns; there is no comrect order. 0 *
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Select format of your primary source

Ary Format C

OBSERVE ® BREFLECT @ J QUESTION
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THE CHRISTM AY SURPRISE,
- Teddy—Wonder if old Santa Claus conld have made any mistake?
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Explore the sources!
FInd the evidence!
Tell his story!
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https://padlet.com/annl16/fnggm51fze



https://www.loc.gov/item/96522761/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2011633919/
https://www.loc.gov/item/96521983/
https://www.loc.gov/item/93503130/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2006689850/
https://npg.si.edu/learn/classroom-resource/reading-portraiture-guide-educators
https://www.loc.gov/item/mp76000356/
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn89066129/1906-07-07/ed-1/seq-3/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2010645455/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2009631368/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2010645517/
https://padlet.com/ann16/fnggm51fze
https://www.loc.gov/item/2010645518/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/guides.html

