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Overview

(1) How might teachers and their students use primary
sources and students’ questions to spark multiple/
parallel inquiry trajectories?

(2) How might teachers and students together make use of
discipline-specific tools and traditions (i.e., sciences,
engineering, history, civics, visual arts) to deepen and
respond to those inquiries?

(3) How might teachers and their students connect classroom
learning to taking informed action in the broader
community?




Sparking Inquiries

PRIMARY SOURCE ANALYSIS TOOL

OBSERVE REFLECT QUESTION

FURTHER INVESTIGATION
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Sparking Inquiries

Thinking with and about Thinking Routines

What are some benefits of analyzing primary sources
with the LOC’s Primary Source Analysis Tool or with a
See-Think-Wonder Routine?
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Primary Source Analysis Tool or See-Think-Wonder Routine can
help learners:

« surface relevant prior knowledge and make connections
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might all agree on versus inferences, which they may not
agree on and may need to reconcile in some way




Sparking Inquiries

Thinking with and about Thinking Routines

Primary Source Analysis Tool or See-Think-Wonder Routine can
help learners:

« surface relevant prior knowledge and make connections

 identify gaps in our current understanding and questions
that motivate further investigations

* recognize which of their ideas are observations that they
might all agree on versus inferences, which they may not
agree on and may need to reconcile in some way

Problematizing

(Ballenger, 2004; Engle & Conant, 2002; Phillips, Watkins, & Hammer, 2018)




Sparking Inquiries

Thinking with and about Thinking Routines

Can you imagine any potential downside to a scaffold
like the Primary Source Analysis Tool or a See-Think-
Wonder Routine (or even DBQ)?




In what ways might a tool be (mis)used?
What are the consequences?
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To amend title 13, United States Code, to prohibit the use of questions
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on citizenship, nationality, or immigration status in any decennial census,
and for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Marcn 13, 2019

Ms. NorTON introduced the following bill; which was referred to the
Committee on Oversight and Reform

A BILL

amend title 13, United States Code, to prohibit the use
of questions on citizenship, nationality, or immigration
status in any decennial census, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
This Act may be cited as the “Ensuring Full Partici-
pation in the Census Act of 2019”.
SEC. 2. PROHIBITING CENSUS QUESTIONS ON CITIZENSHIP,
NATIONALITY, OR IMMIGRATION STATUS.
Section 141 of title 13, United States Code, is

amended:




Sparking Inquiries

Key Takeaways

Classroom tools and routines can help learners make
connections, as well as surface gaps in understanding and
inferences that there may be disagreement about that

can spark further inquiry.
This problematizing is a powerful lever of inquiry.

A classroom tool and routine is a means to an end—and
should fade as it is no longer needed.
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Sustaining Inquiries
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Sustaining Inquiries

c1919

World War |, Veterans,
and Prosthetic Limbs

The Extraordinarily Efficient Mechanical
Hands, Arms and Legs Devised by
German Science to Take the Place of
Tho<e Shot Away on the Battle Ground

and That Make the Patriotic

Cripple Nearly“As Good as New”

Why Hot Weather Makes Your Watch Lose Time

« Compare questions generated by your group.
« Group your questions based on similarities.
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Sustaining Inquiries

Consider time,
place, audience,
and purpose.

What do you notice?
Wonder?
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Sustaining Inquiries

Consider light, shadow,
and shading.

What do you notice?
Wonder?




Sparking Inquiries Sustaining Inquiries

Consider structure
and function.

What do you notice?
Wonder?




Sparking Inquiries Sustaining Inquiries

Art

What might the artist have been communicating? How?

Who made this? Why? Social Studies /
ELA

What was happening when this was made?

What kinds of engineering problems existed at this time?

Science / Engineering




Sparking Inquiries

Sustaining Inquiries

U.S. History Classroom
Taking on the role of historian

Anatomy & Physiology Classroom

Modeling structures and function in human body
Taking on the roles of scientists and engineers

Inquiring into the
lives of soldiers
during World War |
using primary
sources, question
prompts, and
Socratic seminar
discussions

Designing
prosthetic limbs
by applying
knowledge
about human
body structures
and their
functions
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Public Law 114-114
114th Congress

An Act

.@‘.ON STER SOUP ¢ To amend the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to prohibit the manufacture Dec. 28, 2015
and introduction or delivery for introduction into interstate commerce of rinse- — —cc- 0 2910
off cosmetics containing intentionally-added plastic microbeads. [H.R. 1321]

How m.l h-l— wa d@Si@W Wha“' SMOM ld w& do Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of

the United States of America in Congress assembled, Microbead-Free
Waters Act of
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COSMETICS CONTAINING PLASTIC MICROBEADS.

Q(Aﬂll‘h{ |SSM6? (a) IN GENERAL.—Section 301 of the Federal Food, Drug, and

, Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 331) is amended by adding at the end

the following:
“(ddd)zll% The manufacture or the introduction or delivery for
introduction into interstate commerce of a rinse-off cosmetic that

contains intentionall;—added Rlastic microbeads.
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Sparking Inquiries Sustaining Inquiries

“Historically, instructional efforts in literacy have focused on highly
generalizable skills and abilities, such as decoding, fluency, and basic
comprehension strategies that can be applied to most texts and
reading circumstances across the content areas. This is reasonable
with younger children, but it becomes increasingly problematic as
students advance through the grades because many literacy skills and
texts are highly specialized and require actions that are relatively
unique...More recent treatments and the data from this study
suggest that as students move through school, reading and writing
instruction should become increasingly disciplinary, reinforcing and
supporting student performance with the kinds of texts and
interpretive standards that are needed in the various disciplines or
subjects” (Shanahan & Shanahan, 2008, pp. 56-57).
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Key Takeaways

Consider “argumentation,” “text,” “observation and
inference,” “cause and effect,” or “stability and change”:
These terms may show up across disciplines and invite us to
reflect on similarities among disciplines.

Despite these shared core building blocks there are some
differences in these disciplines in terms of what kinds of
questions get asked or what kinds of evidence are valued.

Our work in school can be to introduce learners over time to
the tools and traditions of problem-solvers who have come
before them—and support them in transforming these tools.



Sparking Inquiries Sustaining Inquiries Taking Informed Action

'.‘,"."l\u..

Ml ‘)JJ\]III\II]}L' " /

f# i e|

2018 Philadelphia Writing Project
Invitational Summer Institute on Writing and Literacy
tinyurl.com/philwp2018



Sparking Inquiries Sustaining Inquiries Taking Informed Action

@ TEACHING TOLERANCE CLASSROOM RESOURCES ~ PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT ~ MAGAZINE & PUBLICATIONS

Whose Renaissance Is It?

These middle-schoolers spent months exploring the bridges that connect their gentrifying

community and the barriers that divide it.

Issue 61, Spring 2019 By Jey Ehrenhalt

“The class capped off their year-long expedition with a city-
wide art project, painting four murals across the city.”
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Key Takeaways

Sets of historical/cultural/social ideas, practices, and
tools allow us to solve problems, to do new things in our
present, to imagine new futures.

Community partnerships can be central to planning
opportunities for students to imagine and take informed

action.

What happens when we only present stories of oppression
and injustice? Do we risk leaving students feeling hopeless?
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Key Takeaways

Sets of historical/cultural/social ideas, practices, and
tools allow us to solve problems, to do new things in our
present, to imagine new futures.

Community partnerships can be central to planning
opportunities for students to imagine and take informed

action.

What happens when we only present stories of oppression
and injustice? Do we risk leaving students feeling hopeless?

Current Inquiry for
Philadelphia Writing Project




Summary

Sparking Inquiries Sustaining Inquiries Taking Informed Action

Classroom Routines Disciplinary Tools and Building on Understanding of
for Surfacing ldeas Traditions That Support Past to Imagine and
and Connections Inquiries and Problem Solving Construct Community
Treating classroom tools  Treating disciplinary tools Treating understanding of & Pote
as ends rather than as ends rather than history as ends rather than Pitf

means means means
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Consider the sets of primary sources related to the
U.S. Census and to World War | and Veterans.

What kinds of informed action do you imagine young
people might engage in as part of a unit with these
items?

(Also consider how you might create space for young
people to make decisions themselves about what
kinds of action they might take.)
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