
TPS Lesson Plan Guidelines
TPS lessons engage students, promote critical thinking, and build content knowledge.
Please use these guidelines to inform your TPS lesson plan development.
Include ALL of the following approaches:
· Supports inquiry by posing questions that are relevant to learning goals and require analysis of primary sources

· Models primary source analysis that includes observing, reflecting and questioning
· Uses primary sources that connect to the subject/topic under study

· Presents primary sources in a historically accurate context

· Provides for students of varying abilities, learning styles and interests to learn with primary sources

· Requires students to demonstrate knowledge or skills gained from the analysis of primary sources

Include ONE or more of these student activities:
Beginners and students in lower grades
· Identify details when observing a primary source(s)
· Connect primary sources to self, family, and/or community 

· Ask questions related to observations and the topic of a primary source

· Speculate about who created a primary source, when, and for what purpose 
· Place primary source(s) into a timeline

· Consider whether observations contradict or support what they know
· Identify point of view with primary sources
· Categorize primary sources to show relationships between them
· Make comparisons with primary sources 
· Consider issues of cause and effect, context, and/or continuity and change 
· Articulate ideas or beliefs formed by observing primary sources

· Express learning in a variety of ways using primary sources
· Reflect on their learning
· Connect new knowledge from primary sources to other learning experiences
Experienced students and those in higher grades 
· Analyze primary sources to formulate questions that connect to the topic of study 

· Identify who created the primary source, when, and for what purpose 
· Use previous knowledge to place primary sources into historical context
· Examine primary sources closely to form conjectures about their meaning and intent  
· Investigate issues of cause and effect, causality, context, and continuity and change

· Corroborate information using additional primary and/or secondary sources to form and test hypotheses
· Draw conclusions about questions and hypotheses

· Formulate investigative questions

· Select primary sources to support their own investigations
· Reflect on their learning process to consider expansion, extension or modification
· Seek feedback from peers 
Check that the following elements are included in the lesson plan:
	Element
	Description
	Acceptable

	Library of Congress Primary Sources
	Analysis of Library of Congress primary sources is central to the lesson
	☐ Yes        ☐ No

	
	Lesson includes appropriate citations and copyright information. 
	☐ Yes        ☐ No

	Learning Standards


	Lesson aligns to an identified set of content curricular standards
	☐ Yes        ☐ No

	
	Learning goals align to curricular standards
	☐ Yes        ☐ No

	Lesson Plan Structure and Alignment


	The content of the lesson supports the learning goals
	☐ Yes        ☐ No

	
	Procedures are clear and replicable
	☐ Yes        ☐ No

	
	Lesson provides explicit instructions for analyzing primary sources
	☐ Yes        ☐ No

	
	Student assessment aligns to learning goals
	☐ Yes        ☐ No
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TPS Lesson Plan 
TEMPLATE
Please submit final version in Word format so that the lesson plan can be vetted for publication.
Note:  Instructions are italicized and should be removed before publication.
Title: 
Helps others anticipate the content and learning process involved
· Clear and concise 
· Includes key words or concepts addressed 
Overview:  
Brief and accurate description of the lesson plan in a few sentences

Objectives: 
Desired learner outcomes in precise, measurable and obtainable terms

Time Required: 
Approximate number of class periods and number of minutes in each class period to implement and complete the lesson plan
· Indicates time frames that are reasonable for the activities described

Recommended Grade Range:  Suggested grade range appropriate for the complexity of the lesson plan 
(Pre-K, K-2, 3-5, 6-8, 9-12)

Subject/ Content Area: Disciplinary or curriculum area/s often a curriculum strand or focus within a curriculum area. (Arts, Counseling, Foreign Languages, Language Arts, Library, Math, PE/Health, Professional Studies, Science, Social Studies, Technology)

Standards:   

Defines the knowledge, concepts, and skills in the established curriculum taught through the lesson plan (State Academic Standards and/or Common Core)
· Aligns significantly to the content provided in the lesson plan

· Provides an opportunity for students to demonstrate achievement of the stand through participation in the lesson

Written By: Designer(s)/Creator(s) of this lesson


PREPARATION

Materials Used: 
Analysis tools, handouts, rubrics, PowerPoint slides, etc. needed to conduct the lesson

Resources Used:  
Specific texts, online materials and web sites referenced during the lesson. At least one primary source from loc.gov should be included. Other resources may include:

· Referenced in the Procedures

· Obeys copyright laws

· Supports students in using Library Items to further learning

· Title

· URL

· Author/Creator

· Date
Description of Procedure: 
Numbered list of procedures, providing instruction in clear and concise language about how to implement the lesson, using Library of Congress primary sources, to answer the investigative question and meet the goal of the lesson.  The lesson should include all phases of the inquiry cycle, as described below. It is important to remember that inquiry is not necessarily linear and certain aspects may be visited more than once. 
Inquiry Includes:

· Connect - Students connect new insights to self or previous knowledge; gain background and context; observe, experience

· Wonder - Students develop questions and create hypotheses or predictions

· Investigate - Find and evaluate information to answer questions; test hypotheses; think about information to illuminate new questions and hypotheses

· Construct - Construct new understandings connected to previous knowledge; draw conclusions about questions and hypotheses

· Express - Apply understandings to a new context, new situation; express new ideas to share learning with others

· Reflect - Reflect on own learning; ask new questions
Extensions: 
Ideas for extending the lesson or connecting to other curricular topics or lessons
Evaluation: 
Details about how student learning will be evaluated (formally, informally, or both)
Submit final version in MS Word to be considered for publication on the TPS Eastern Region webpage. Please choose a primary source to represent this lesson and include the URL and title below. 


Representative Primary Source:


URL:

Title:  
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